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Mickelson content to just play Masters
Christine Brennan
Columnist
USA TODAY

AUGUSTA, Ga. – Phil Mickelson
drove up Magnolia Lane for his 28th
Masters Monday morning accompanied
by an admirable sense of joy, announcing on Twitter that the simple act of arriving at Augusta National Golf Club
brought out the kid in him again.
But reality has been sending a diﬀerent message to Mickelson: that he is 50
now, 10 years removed from his third
and last Masters championship, playing
the role of elder statesman much more
than that of long-ago wunderkind.
For those who have been following
the remarkable career of the aﬀable
Mickelson, it will come as no surprise to
ﬁnd out that he is just ﬁne with that.
When asked at his pre-tournament
news conference Tuesday about not being asked to participate in many other
pre-tournament news conferences on
the PGA Tour anymore, Mickelson took
it all in stride.
“I just don’t think my views are that
much desired during this era, and it’s
been easy to kind of just slide in and
out,” he said.
There was no sadness in his voice.
How could there be? He gets to play the
sport he loves, and still make a ton of
money doing it, at an age when most
professional athletes in other sports
have been retired for 15-20 years.

Phil Mickelson played a practice round Tuesday in preparation for his 28th
Masters Tournament this week. ROB SCHUMACHER/USA TODAY SPORTS

“There’s something very spiritual
about this place as a golfer, and to have
won this tournament means a lot to me,”
he said of the Masters. “I can’t believe
it’s been 10 years since I won it last. I
would love nothing more than to have
an opportunity to be in contention, and
that’s my goal. I’m not going into this
event thinking about winning, I’m going
into this event trying to get into contention for the weekend and then hopefully
take it from there.”
It’s a diﬀerent Masters this year, of
course, being played seven months later

than usual in the middle of a pandemic.
It will look and feel diﬀerent, without
spectators, without noise, without the
sense of electricity that traditionally
builds on a Masters Sunday afternoon.
So what will he miss most from the April
Masters?
“Nothing in the sense that this is the
Masters and it doesn’t matter,” he said.
“It doesn’t matter if it rains. It doesn’t
matter if it shines. We get to compete for
a green jacket. As a player, that’s all we
care about. I’m just thankful that we
have that chance this year because it’s

Tiger
Continued from Page 1C

“Then I walked oﬀ the back of the
green, to see (son) Charlie there, just
opened up our arms, it meant a lot to me
and still does. It just reminded me so
much of me and my dad (hugging after
his 1997 Masters win), and to come full
circle like that, it stills gets me, you
know, a little teary.
“Pretty good bookends.”
Now, Woods, 44, wants to prove he
hasn’t closed the book on his Masters
memories. Because of the COVID-19
pandemic, Woods has been in possession of his green jacket for 19 months. If
he’s to extend that tenure, he’ll have to
drastically reverse his form of 2020.
In just eight starts this year, Woods
has one top-10 ﬁnish. He has ties for
37th, 40th, 51st, 58th, 72nd. He ﬁnished
68th in another tournament. Missed the
cut in the U.S. Open. He is an accumulative 21 over par this year. He hasn’t tasted Sunday contention since winning
last fall’s Zozo Championship in Japan.
“It’s been either I haven’t put all the
pieces together at the same time,” said
Woods, who has fallen out of the top 30
in the world rankings – he’s 33rd – for
the ﬁrst time in two years. “Whether it’s
I’ve driven well or hit my irons poorly. Or
I’ve put the ball-striking together and I
haven’t putted well. And then I’ve had it
where I’ve putted well and I’ve hit it
poorly. I haven’t put together at the
same time.
“I haven’t played a lot, obviously. But
it’s been gearing up for the major championships and trying to understand

Recalling his 2019 Masters victory celebration Tuesday left Tiger Woods
teary-eyed. ROB SCHUMACHER/USA TODAY SPORTS

what we have to deal with, you know,
this year with COVID and trying to be
safe, and I was hesitant to come back
and start playing, and that’s why I waited as long as I did and came back at Memorial. From there, I really haven’t, as I
said, I haven’t put all the pieces together, and hopefully that will be this week.”
Last year, Woods said he found his
swing leading into the Masters, that he
was able to shape the ball, especially
high draws, on command, and his conﬁdence was peaking as he drove down
Magnolia Lane. This year he’s not as
conﬁdent.
“I was working on a few of the things
that I was working on last year coming
into the event, being able to hit a high
draw. My body is feeling better than I did

last year, so it was a little bit easier to hit
those shots,” Woods said. “Hopefully
this year I’ll be as consistent as I was last
year. Last year I was able to hit a lot of
really good iron shots and I putted great.
I had a great feel of the greens.
“Today I did a little bit of work on the
greens, just like I did last year. Tried to
get a feel for the greens, and the greens
were a little bit slower than I had expected. But you know, with the rains coming
up and the forecast, you just never
know. That’s one of the neat things
about trying to ﬁgure this tournament
out is Wednesday to Thursday this golf
course changes a lot.
“Hopefully I get the same feel as I did
last year and put it all together.”
World No. 3 Justin Thomas won’t dis-

been very challenging and a lot of extra
work to put this tournament on, and I’m
appreciative of the club doing this for
us.”
While Mickelson did not oﬀer any
speciﬁcs about how he and his family
have handled the pandemic, he acknowledged the “uncertainties” and
“challenges” of this time, and how fortunate he is to be in a sport that can be
played outdoors at a safe distance from
others.
“We’re facing it just like everybody
else is, and I think every organization is
doing the best they can to accommodate
this time, and I think everyone’s appreciative of that,” he said. “Everybody is
doing the best that they can and trying
to be understanding of the situation,
and so I’m appreciative and thankful
that the game of golf has been able to go
on. I’m appreciative of being able to still
play and do it socially responsible with
social distancing and not fear of transmission. …
“Golf is a huge part of my life, and the
ability to just even practice, hit some
putts in my yard or go to the course and
be able to play a few holes, that means a
lot to me. And a lot of things that people
love have been taken away, and that’s
got to be brutal. … A lot of people have
had their love and their passion taken
away from them during this time and it’s
hard for me to fully empathize with how
diﬃcult that must be.”
Which goes a long way to explaining
why a 50-year-old man drove up a road
in Georgia earlier this week and said he
felt like a kid again.

miss Woods’ chances.
“Someone like him or Phil (Mickelson), I’d never take them out at a place
like this,” Thomas said. “I think this
course is so unique that you don’t need
to play great to have a chance to win. I
think you just need to be playing OK if
you know the golf course. You have to be
chipping and putting well, but you can
be hitting it OK and get it around this
place more than OK.
“You know where to hit it, you know
where not to hit it. And no one knows
that better than Tiger. I think especially
with the forecast the way that it is, it’s
not going to be too cold, which I know is
helpful for him.
“I know that he takes this event so seriously, he takes them all (seriously),
but he knows this place so well and he
knows that he has a big advantage, I
think, over half the ﬁeld before even teeing it up.”
On the 25th anniversary of his ﬁrst
Masters start as an amateur in 1995,
Woods thinks he can match Jack Nicklaus’ record six Masters victories. What
he’s done so far in 2020 doesn’t matter.
He has one more week to change the
year’s narrative.
“Do I expect to contend? Yes, I do,”
Woods said. “This is a golf course in
which having an understanding how to
play and where to miss it and how to hit
the shots around here, it helps. When I
ﬁrst came here, it was a lot of drivers
and a lot of wedges. Now it’s a little bit
diﬀerent and a little bit longer clubs into
the holes, but still understanding how to
play it deﬁnitely helps. That’s one of the
reasons why you see past champions
able to contend so late in their careers.
“Hopefully I’ll be one of those guys.”
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The Region 4 Education Service Center (ESC),
Houston, TX is requesting proposals from qualified
and experienced firms to provide

HAVE YOU BEEN
CLASSIFIED AS A HIGH
RISK DRIVER DUE TO DUI,
DWI OR TICKETS FOR
AGGRESSIVE DRIVING?

Are you getting hit
with high interest rates
because of a low credit
score? Improve it today!

IN THE UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF DELAWARE
) Chapter 11
In re:
SMARTOURS, ) Case No.
) 20-12625 (KBO)
LLC, et al,
Debtors.1 ) Jointly Administered
PUBLICATION NOTICE OF BAR DATE
REQUIRING FILING OF PROOFS OF
CLAIM AGAINST DEBTORS
(GENERAL BAR DATE IS
DECEMBER 4, 2020, AT 5:00 P.M. (ET))
TO ALL PERSONS AND ENTITIESWITH POTENTIAL
CLAIMS AGAINSTTHE DEBTORS:
Debtor
Case No.
smarTours,LLC
20-12625
SPST Holdings,LLC
20-12626
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that, on October 19, 2020
(the “Petition Date”), smarTours, LLC (“smarTours”)
and SPST Holdings, LLC (“Holdings” together with
smarTours, the “Debtors”) ﬁled voluntary petitions
for relief under chapter 11 of the Bankruptcy Code
with the United States Bankruptcy Court for the
DistrictofDelaware(the“Court”).
Among other things, the Court has established
December 4, 2020 at 5:00 p.m. (the “General Bar
Date”) as the deadline by which each person or
entity that holds or seeks to assert a claim against the
Debtors that arose,or is deemed to have arisen,prior
to the Petition Date,no matter how remote or contingent such right to payment or equitable remedy may
be, MUST FILE A PROOF OF CLAIM. If you believe
you have a claim against one or both of the Debtors,
pleasevisithttps://cases.primeclerk.com/smartours/
fordetailedinstructionsonhowtoﬁleaproofofclaim.
ANY PERSON OR ENTITY WHO FAILS TO FILE A
PROOF OF CLAIM ON OR BEFORE THE APPLICABLE
BAR DATE SHALL NOT BE TREATED AS A CREDITOR
WITH RESPECT TO SUCH CLAIM FOR THE PURPOSES
OF VOTING AND DISTRIBUTION ON ANY CHAPTER 11
PLAN, AND SHALL BE FOREVER BARRED, ESTOPPED,
AND ENJOINED FROM ASSERTING SUCH CLAIM
AGAINST THE DEBTORS, THEIR ESTATES, THEIR
SUCCESSORS,ORTHEIRPROPERTY.
1
The Debtors in these chapter 11 cases, along
with the last four digits of each Debtor’s federal tax
identiﬁcation number, are: smarTours, LLC (6681);
andSPSTHoldings,LLC(9027).

Audio Visual Equipment, Accessories
and Services (RFP No. 20-12).
In order to be considered, the Offeror must complete
and submit a proposal to Region 4 ESC in accordance
with the solicitation documentation available at
www.esc4.net or https://www.omniapartners.com/
publicsector/solicitations
VIRTUAL PRE-PROPOSAL CONFERENCE:
Thursday, November 18, 2020, 10:00 AM CST
PROPOSAL DUE DATE:
December 10, 2020 BEFORE 10:00 AM CST

Serenity is here
to help by making SR-22
insurance easy to get and
affordable for everyone.

800-509-9315
THE CALL & QUOTE ARE FREE.

BUSINESS

INVESTMENTS

PUBLIC NOTICE
To place your Public Notice
in our Marketplace section, call:

1-800-397-0070

INSURED!
30% APR PAID!
P&I PAID MONTHY!
$4500. INVESTMENT!
SECURED! SHORT TERM!
BBB Rating A+

Call Ralph 228-224-8492
Advertise in USA TODAY
Marketplace!
Call: 1-800-397-0070

FREE Consultation
FREE Credit Evaluation

800-852-4931

IMPROVE
YOUR CREDIT
SCORE
ELIMINATE your
overwhelming debt
We can help if your total
debt is $10,000 or more!
CREDIT CARD DEBT
MEDICAL DEBT
PERSONAL LOANS

800-825-1306
Avoid bankruptcy today and
start over completely debt-free.

THE CALL IS FREE.

MARKETPLACE

BOOKS / PUBLICATIONS

A Garden Observed:
Cultivating A Life
by Melanie Boyer
Enchanting 220 page
coffee-table devotional filled
with garden photography

Available on Amazon

HEALTH/FITNESS

ATTENTION
If you’ve had Hernia Surgery
and have experienced any

COMPLICATIONS
you may be entitled to

SIGNIFICANT CASH
COMPENSATION.
CALL THE HERNIA MESH
HELPLINE NOW AT

800-478-7176

HEALTH/FITNESS

TALCUM
POWDER
SETTLEMENT
If you or a loved one has
been diagnosed with
ovarian cancer after using
talcum based products
you may be entitled to
significant compensation

800-208-3526

Place your advertisement in USA TODAY Marketplace!
To advertise, call: 800-397-0070

