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 ‘The love of learning, the sequestered nooks, And all the sweet serenity of books.’ –Henry Wadsworth Longfellow
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Learning from the ground up.
Almost overnight, much of our life turned on a dime. The effects of the COVID-19 

global pandemic shifted the fundamentals of the education system for 2020 and for 

the years to come. As a society, we reinvented the way we teach, learn, socialize and 

create. Just as virtual learning shaped a new normal at home for many students and 

families, returning to our schools post-COVID-19 will also create a new normal. 

Education administrators are evaluating three options for the fall term: 

1. Traditional (assuming best case scenario) 

2. Fully online (assuming worst case scenario) 

3. Hybrid model (assuming social distancing continues and the capacity 

in schools is a barrier for all students being on-campus). 

Amid the items perceived as “lost,” there are also opportunities for transformation that may be beneficial 

in the long-run. It will take time for the system to adjust, but in time, we may no longer remember a 

time before such changes. More sophisticated and flexible use of technology, a revived appreciation 

for outdoor spaces as an active participant in learning, and more engaging class sizes, are some of the 

changes that present opportunities to enhance learning practices well into the 21st century and beyond.
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Our Return to Schoolbook presents considerations for design ideas that support 

many of the established recommendations for returning to school, based on 

a range of scenarios of time, budgets, and aesthetic preferences. 

Your Shaw Contract account manager can make product 

recommendations based on your unique situation. 

We’ll continue to communicate and share with you as things evolve.
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 ‘Tell me and I forget. Teach me and I remember. Involve me and I learn.’ –Benjamin Franklin
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CHAPTER ONE

Learning Space / 
Classroom

CHAPTER 1 LEARNING SPACE / CLASSROOM 8
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Functional flooring
Make flooring an active participant in your learning spaces by leveraging color 
blocking to signal six foot distances to your learners, while also creating a 
vibrant environment that students and instructors look forward to being in.  

JOY SQUARED LVT

Dimensions:  

Each square is 24 � 24 in | 61 � 61 cm

Dimensions:  

Each rectangle is 12 � 24 in | 30.5 � 61 cm

Dimensions:  

Each rectangle is 12 � 24 in | 30.5 � 61 cm
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Extra special spaces
Special education rooms may need unique accommodations to plan for 
students with compromised immune systems. Consider resilient sheet 
products that can handle healthcare grade cleaning practices.

VITALITY SHEET

Dimensions:  

Each square is 6.5 � 6 ft | 1.98 � 1.82 m

Dimensions:  

Each circle diameter is 6 ft | 1.82 m
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Can you hear me?
If hybrid learning takes place with students in-person and 
online simultaneously, acoustics will be imperative to ensure 
that the instructor can be heard without in-room echo, or 
background noise from other students. Carpeting and/or other 
sound absorbing materials on furniture, walls, or ceilings will 
be important to keep the in-room sound manageable.

If floor sitting in learning spaces is desired during conversations, 
consider using free-floating carpet squares that will be assigned 
to an individual student (their name can be written directly on 
the back or on a sticker), instead of standard classroom rugs.

MINDFUL PLAY CARPET TILE
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Complement instruction
Furniture and flooring can work together to activate your learning 
spaces to support your teachers’ instruction methodology. Consider 
these items to make your space work for you in unique ways. 

• If you have educators to support lower capacities in learning spaces, consider 
using space throughout your building for learning spaces to accommodate 
physical distance. Activate gymnasiums, cafeterias, computer labs, and 
outdoor spaces as weather permits, for learning environments.

• Tablet arm chairs are being distanced in education settings where 
possible to lessen student capacity by nearly 50%. 

• Flexible furnishings are being reconfigured by tucking tables and chairs away and only 
accounting for the new capacity of students within a learning space. Extra classroom 
tables and chairs on casters can be relocated to areas elsewhere on campus if needed.

Image of California Polytechnic State University classroom capacity plans from the FLEXspace Social Distancing Gallery
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Flooring as an active participant
Consider these pairings of furniture and flooring to support your 
instruction of varying needs within the learning environments. 

• Flexible furnishings from Natural Pod can create a 
variety of configurations to create engaging spaces 
to be together, while apart, at varying levels of 
engagement to support your instruction.

Small group work
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Full class discussion
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Full class discussion
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 ‘It is not that I’m so smart. But I stay with the questions much longer.’ –Albert Einstein
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CHAPTER TWO

Corridor

CHAPTER 2 CORRIDOR 17
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Walk this way
To build school pride, consider using stickers of your mascots’ footprints throughout spaces 
to add an element of school spirit while encouraging physical distancing or directionality. 

• For a temporary solution, consider child friendly physical distancing stickers to help 
encourage children to keep their distance without obtrusive signage or for young 
children still learning to read. Creating natural and playful visual cues will help younger 
students understand the signs and create an element of play with following the rules. 

SET OF SHOES BARE FOOTPRINTS FOX FOOTPRINTS

https://www.etsy.com/listing/777556338/pathway-footprint-removable-vinyl-wall?ga_order=most_relevant&ga_search_type=all&ga_view_type=gallery&ga_search_query=foot+print+floor+decal&ref=sr_gallery-1-12&organic_search_click=1&frs=1&col=1
https://www.etsy.com/listing/693323303/bare-foot-prints-follow-the-foot-print?ga_order=most_relevant&ga_search_type=all&ga_view_type=gallery&ga_search_query=foot+print+floor+decal&ref=sr_gallery-1-18&organic_search_click=1&frs=1&col=1
https://www.etsy.com/listing/667294466/wolf-coyote-fox-track-decals-foot-prints?ga_order=most_relevant&ga_search_type=all&ga_view_type=gallery&ga_search_query=foot+print+floor+decal&ref=sr_gallery-1-22&organic_search_click=1&cns=1&col=1
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Walk that way
Consider one way directionality throughout circular corridor spaces or delineating 
directionality on a multi-direction hallway through use of flooring, through 
demarcation of directions with bold lines, or more subtle, but useful herringbone 
installations, leveraging color periodically to suggest directionality. 

KINDRED + INSIDE SHAPES

Kindred & Inside Shapes carpet tile 24 � 2 in | 61 � 61 cm
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Idea starters

Unite LVT, Cove 9 � 48 in | 22.86 � 121.92 cm Unite LVT, Cove 9 � 48 in | 22.86 � 121.92 cm Unite LVT, Cove 9 � 48 in | 22.86 � 121.92 cm
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JOY SQUARED LVT

Walk one way
Consider one way directionality throughout circular corridor spaces or delineating 
directionality on a multi-direction hallway through use of flooring, through 
demarcation of directions with bold lines, or more subtle, but useful herringbone 
installations, leveraging color periodically to suggest directionality. 

Joy Squared LVT  24 � 24 in | 61 � 61 cm
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Walk together
Consider one way directionality throughout circular corridor spaces or delineating 
directionality on a multi-direction hallway through use of flooring, through 
demarcation of directions with bold lines, or more subtle, but useful herringbone 
installations, leveraging color periodically to suggest directionality. 

MINDFUL PLAY LVT, INSPIRE

Mindful Play LVT Inspire  

12 � 24 in | 30.5 � 61 cm

Diffuse 9 � 36 

9 � 36 in | 22.86 � 91.44 cm

Cut & Compose  

24 � 24 in | 61 � 61 cm
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Building play 1,2,3
To encourage play and movement indoors, consider playful elements on your flooring through 
hopscotch in a classroom entryway, entrance to cafeteria, or an entryway to the school. 

Joy Squared LVT 24 � 24 in | 61 � 61 cm
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Wash up
If handwashing stations are added to corridors, consider a product 
underneath with a moisture barrier, such as a walk-off tile or broadloom 
with UltraLoc Moisture Barrier to embrace slip resistance and to allow 
the product to evaporate without penetrating to the subfloor.

WELCOME II  WALK-OFF TILE
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Keep your distance
Encourage students to keep space between themselves and their peers through non-
intrusive coloring on the floor. While physical distancing is a concern, color blocks can 
encourage students to keep apart. When physical distancing is no longer a concern, the 
flooring will simply have dynamic and colorful visuals, creating a lively environment. 

CAMPUS & UNITE

Campus carpet tile  

24 � 24 in | 61 � 61 cm

Unite LVT, Cove  

9 � 48 in | 22.86 � 121.92 cm
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Keep it movin’
Encourage students to keep space between themselves and their peers through non-
intrusive coloring on the floor. While physical distancing is a concern, color blocks can 
encourage students to keep apart. When physical distancing is no longer a concern, the 
flooring will simply have dynamic and colorful visuals, creating a lively environment. 

UNITE

Dimensions: each rectangle is 

9 � 48 in | 22.86 � 121.92 cm

Dimensions: each rectangle is 

9 � 48 in | 22.86 � 121.92 cm
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Idea starters

Joy Squared LVT 24 � 24 in | 61 � 61 cm

Joy Squared LVT 24 � 24 in | 61 � 61 cm
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Idea starters

Compound LVT 24  � 24 in | 61 � 61 cm Unveil LVT 9 � 36 in | 23 � 91.5 cm
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Keep the outdoors, out

• The dirt that comes into a space, must be removed from a space. Consider 
incorporating entryway flooring systems into all entrances of a building to keep 
soil out of interior spaces, making your regular cleaning more efficient.

• Walk off flooring can trap up to 80% of the soil brought into a building in the first 
12-15 feet, which in turn can lower the frequency of deep cleanings throughout 
your interior spaces. The heavy texture of this flooring scrapes and absorbs 
dirt, sand, and moisture, which will extend the life of your flooring. 

• A study by the International Sanitary Supply Association (ISSA) showed 
1,000 people in 20 days can track 24 pounds of soil into a space. The 
cost to remove one pound of soil is approximately $600.

Path & Portal walk-off tile, Hype carpet tile, Shift LVT
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 ‘The more that you read, the more things you will know. The more that you learn, the more places you’ll go.’ –Dr. Seuss
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CHAPTER THREE

Library

CHAPTER 3 LIBRARY 31
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Make space

• Libraries may be added learning or project space to expand or 
supplement classroom instruction. Consider bands of color or 
color blocking to signal 6 ft distances between furniture zones.

• If retrofitting, select a different color carpet or resilient tile than 
what you currently have. Leverage Shaw 4151 pressure sensitive 
adhesive to lay in new tile that can be permanent or be switched 
out when no longer needed. Or consider a carpet tile you have 
elsewhere in your space and simply pull them up and switch tiles. 

• Use banner stands with school branding to delineate 
space, create zones, or establish wayfinding.

• Consider large planters to contribute to bringing 
nature in and delineating space.

MINDFUL PLAY LVT, INSPIRE
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Together / Apart
Insert linear color paths to denote a 6 ft or 2 m space.

CAMPUS |  COMMONS, QUAD + MAKERSPACE
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Idea starters

Mindful Play LVT, Inspire 12 � 24 in | 30.5 � 61 cm Mindful Play LVT, Inspire 12 � 24 in | 30.5 � 61 cm Mindful Play carpet tile 24 � 24 in | 61 � 61 cm
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Idea starters

Build your installation key / idea starter within this box. Be sure to 
use the presized tiles so the tiles are proportionate to one another.

24x24

0.25 Inch = 1 Foot

9x36

18x36 

6x48

12x24

12x48

Hex
28.8x24.9

36x36

Products Used: Compound (4077V) in Terra Cotta (77715) + Compound (4077V) in Patina (77405) + Compound (4077V) in Azure (77436) + 
Compound (4077V) in Beryl (77429) + Cast (4098V) in Core (98518)

Compound LVT 24 � 24 in | 61 � 61 cm Mindful Play LVT, Inspire 12 � 24 in | 30.5 � 61 cm Mindful Play LVT, Inspire 12 � 24 in | 30.5 � 61 cm
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 ‘Intelligence is the ability to adapt to change.’ –Stephen Hawking
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CHAPTER FOUR

Cafeteria /  
Multi-Purpose 

Room

CHAPTER 4 CAFETERIA /  MULTI-PURPOSE ROOM 37
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Student families

Color blocking for families or cohorts of students

• To limit exposure among the whole student body, but to ensure students are 
connecting with peers and that building efficiency is considered, consider 
keeping students in groups, or “families.” This could be designated by color in 
various places in the building, specifically to help younger children have a visual 
representation of their family color and where they should be in physical space. 

• If changing flooring is not an option, consider painting doors, or having 
students create drawings or name tags using only one color of colored pencil 
/ marker, to be displayed on their learning space door. This creates a visual 
cue for them and other students on which family they belong with.

• Consider adding this color scheme to your cafeteria (shown center of image) to keep 
students by color family together and using the same spaces during their time at school.

Right and left color blocks are classrooms, yellow with arrows is one-way corridor, center is cafeteria

Mindful Play LVT, Inspire 12 � 24 in | 30.5 � 61 cm  

Joy Squared LVT 24 � 24 in | 61 � 61 cm
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Idea starters

Joy Squared LVT 24 � 24 in | 61 � 61 cm Mindful Play LVT, Inspire 12 � 24 in | 30.5 � 61 cm Mindful Play LVT, Inspire 12 � 24 in | 30.5 � 61 cm
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“It takes a big heart to help shape little minds.”–Unknown
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CHAPTER FIVE

Nursing 
Rooms / 

Quarantine Areas

CHAPTER 5 NURSING ROOMS / QUARANTINE AREAS 41
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Get well space
Healthcare-type spaces in schools will change in functionality in the future. Consider 
having a designated “get well space” to quarantine anyone who is showing symptoms 
of COVID-19 or another illness, that can be easily deep cleaned and disinfected.

Vitality Sheet, cut to size from 6.5 ft � 66 ft | 2 m � 20 m
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“I cannot teach anybody anything, I can only make them think.” –Socrates
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CHAPTER SIX

 

Cleanliness

CHAPTER 6 CLEANLINESS 44
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Cleaning for cleanliness, not just aesthetics
New protocols will start the moment you step foot into a space. With more cleaning and disinfecting 
procedures, there will be an expectation of greater transparency about those procedures. Our 
deep cleaning and disinfection recommendations are in accordance with current CDC guidelines. 
And our product testing is focused more than ever on enhanced cleaning techniques.

CAMPUS CARPET TILE
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Guidance for Healthy and 
Clean Environments

As school administrators continue to think about how to transition back into schools, Shaw 

Contract is thinking about it too - for our own children and those in our communities. As the 

largest commercial flooring manufacturer, we design our carpet, hardwood and resilient products 

to give foundations to space and support the people within those spaces, of all ages.

The maintenance of your flooring has always been an integral component of the delivery of our 

products. During this time, with the need for enhanced cleaning protocols, companies and institutions 

are exploring the use of alternative products for interim cleaning and disinfection. We are looking 

to experts, innovators and science to make the best recommendations for the deep cleaning and 

disinfecting of your floor and maintain the function, appearance and long-term life of your floor.

To view Floor Cleaning & Enhanced Cleaning Recommendations

https://www.shawcontract.com/en-us/products/technical/maintenance/enhanced-cleaning
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Q&A

What is the difference between cleaning and disinfecting? 
Cleaning with soap and water removes germs, dirt, and impurities from surfaces. It lowers the 

risk of spreading infection. Disinfecting kills germs on surfaces. By killing germs on a surface 

after cleaning, it can further lower the risk of spreading infection. (CDC Resource)

Is cleaning alone effective against the virus that causes COVID-19? 
Cleaning does not kill germs, but by removing them, it lowers their numbers and the risk of spreading 

infection. If a surface may have gotten the virus on it from a person with or suspected to have COVID-19, the 

surface should be cleaned and disinfected. Disinfecting kills germs on surfaces. (CDC Resource)

Who should clean and disinfect our flooring? 
Regular cleaning staff can clean and disinfect flooring. Cleaning staff should be trained on the appropriate use of 

cleaning and disinfection chemicals and provided with the personal protective equipment (PPE) required for the 

chemicals used. An outside company that specializes in cleaning could also provide this service. (CDC Resource)

How effective are alternative disinfection methods, such as ultrasonic waves,  
high intensity UV radiation (UVC), and LED blue light?  

The efficacy of these disinfection methods against the virus that causes COVID-19 is not known. EPA only recommends 

use of the surface disinfectants against the virus that causes COVID-19. EPA does not routinely review the safety or 

efficacy of pesticidal devices, such as UV lights, LED lights, or ultrasonic devices. Therefore, EPA cannot confirm whether, 

or under what circumstances, such products might be effective against the spread of COVID-19. (CDC Resource)

Will antimicrobials in the flooring product help prevent the  
spread of COVID-19 or other viruses? 

The addition of antimicrobials in products has not been proven effective in inhibiting all microbe growth or killing 

all microbe types. They can inadvertently discourage proper cleaning methods or lead to inappropriate material 

selection for the space. Based on the most current research and available materials, Shaw does not offer flooring 

products with antimicrobials added for the purpose of achieving a health-based product performance outcome. 
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COVID -19 Learning Space Gallery /

Flexspace.org

COVID -19 Resources, National Society for Plant Managers Association /

nspma.org

New guidelines provide roadmap for safe reopening of schools /

https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/new-guidelines-provide-roadmap-safe-reopening-schools

Operate Intelligently Podcast, Facilities Department Tips During COVID -19 (Ep. 113) /

https://shows.acast.com/operate-intelligently-podcast/episodes/facilities-department-tips-during-covid-19-ep-113

7 students in a class? Not practical, school operations off icials say /

https://www.educationdive.com/news/7-students-in-a-class-not-practical-school-operations-officials-say/577307/

Reopening Schools in the Context of COVID -19: Health and 
Safety Guidelines From Other Countries /

https://learningpolicyinstitute.org/product/reopening-schools-covid-19-brief

Summary of Health and Safety Practices /

https://learningpolicyinstitute.org/sites/default/files/product-files/Reopening_
Schools_COVID-19_Summary_Health_Safety_Practices_TABLE.pdf

National Council on School Facilities, Resources on Facilities Related Issues and COVID -19 /

https://www.facilitiescouncil.org/covid19-guidance
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Resources 
FOR ADMINISTRATORS AND EDUCATORS
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flexspace.org

FLEXspace has curated a COVID-19 learning space design article list and gallery to share ideas for how to implement 

changes to the learning environments in the fall for schools, based on what schools have announced changes.

greenschoolsnationalnetwork.org

Green Schools National Network has curated a selection of age-appropriate lessons that are well-

suited for virtual learning experiences. These lessons embrace 21st century skill building, 

deeper learning, authenticity, and sustained inquiry using real-world context. 

learninglab.usgbc.org

Learning Lab is USGBC’s online education platform for K-12 teachers and school leaders to find lessons, activities and resources 

that encourage student leadership, sustainability literacy and real-world action. With more than 600 lessons available in English 

and Spanish, educators from across the globe can access Learning Lab for comprehensive, interdisciplinary K-12 project- and 

STEM-based (Science, Technology, Engineering, Mathematics) curriculum for a green school and a sustainable future.
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“Everyone makes mistakes. That’s why there is an eraser on every pencil.” –Japanese proverb
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