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Using COVID-19 
Relief Funds

TRANSFORM 
LEARNING 
SPACES 

CLASSROOM 1… …WITH DISTANCING

CAFETERIA… …WITH DISTANCING

SAMPLE CLASSROOMS

…WITH DISTANCINGCLASSROOM 2…

These categories are included in both the Consolidated Appropriations Act (passed December 2020) and American Rescue Plan 
(passed March 2021). For more details on allowable uses, visit the U.S. Department of Education’s website.

• Addressing student learning loss, including improving distance learning engagement
• Providing mental health services and supports
• Repairing and improving school facilities to reduce the risk of virus transmission and exposure to environmental health hazards
• Addressing the unique needs of disadvantaged populations

VS America’s agile furniture ties into the COVID-19 relief funds under the following  
allowable use categories:



How do we give students agency?  
How do we define agency in the  
environment? 

It means we give students choice on 
how to appropriate the right pieces 
of comfortable furniture that will help 
them think and collaborate better.

Give students choice

It is crucial that each student has a chair and table which 
suits their height. With VS’ ergonomic furniture, students 
can sit dynamically and experience physical, mental, and 
developmental benefits.

One size does not fit allAt VS, we believe successful learning should balance the needs 
of the body, mind, and soul. We always encourage mobility and 
natural curiosity. From our fully-adjustable chairs to modular 
tables that encourage collaboration, we believe that learning 
is an active process. When students engage their senses while 
learning, the long-term benefits include a heightened focus, 
stronger motivation, and a sense of well-being. 

Schools teaching in-person during COVID-19 have easily 
adapted their spaces, with VS America’s agile furniture, in 
order to follow safety precautions to reduce the risk of virus 
transmission. Creating a physically distant classroom happens 
quickly by stacking unneeded tables and chairs. And, mobile 
furniture that fits through doors ensures schools can expand 
into hallways and gyms as needed.

“Growing bodies have a natural need to 
move. Increased opportunities to move 
while seated improve blood flow and 

oxygen to the brain, thereby increasing 
attention and concentration levels.” 

– Dr. Dieter Breithecker, Health and Kinetics Scientist

“Our own comfort and movement as adults 
is critically important. Why wouldn’t that be 
the same for children? We have invested in 

agile furniture throughout our entire district. 
We’ve already seen the benefit of kids being 
able to sit in chairs that they’re comfortable 

in and given permission to ‘wiggle.’”
– RJ Webber, EdD, Assistant Superintendent of  

Curriculum and Instruction

Teaching and learning  
during COVID-19

Agility means that classrooms can be configured optimally for 
physical distancing as well as the material being taught. It also 
means that whatever new challenges the future brings, learning 
spaces can be easily configured to meet them, making them 
effectively future-proof. 

Agile furniture = future-proof

Student-centered learning environments shift the focus of 
instruction from the teacher to the student, with a goal to 
develop students who are autonomous and independent. The 
environment is centered on student agency by placing the 
responsibility of learning on the students. Research supports 
that this methodology addresses social and emotional well-
being, while affording teachers more opportunities to address 
learning losses.

Helping students with  
learning loss

Students are constantly switching between 
being tense and relaxed throughout the day. 
To thrive in these opposing states, students 
need appropriate spaces in equal measure. 
In addition to areas that foster movement, 
classrooms need nooks and corners children 
can seek out when they need quiet time.

Environmental change  
creates behavioral change 

Agile spaces provide an equity of opportunity 
so every single student has an opportunity to 
sit, stand, or learn in any way they need to.

Equity in the classroom

Taking care of students is at the heart of it all – and at VS, we know 

that learning spaces have a long-term impact on students’ physical, 

mental, and social well-being. VS’ ergonomic furniture inspires 

motion and has the flexibility to adapt to every changing  

classroom need. 

COVID-19 relief funds, invested in the right classroom furniture, 

will instantly allow schools to easily reconfigure spaces for current 

health concerns. Classrooms will be safe, effective, and easier to 

clean through this or future health crises, and will better serve 

students and staff long into the future.

Let’s create learning spaces that embody dynamic flexibility, 

healthy ergonomics, and compassion. 

Give students every 
opportunity

Our kids deserve it.
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