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Region 4 ESC, Houston, TX is requesting proposals from 
qualified and experienced firms to provide: Athletics, Physi-
cal Education Supplies, and Team Uniforms #25-01
PRE-PROPOSAL CONFERENCE:
Wednesday, December 11, 2024, at 10:00 am
CST (#25-01) via Zoom:
https://esc4.zoom.us/j/95831606970
PROPOSAL DUE DATE:
JANUARY 16, 2025, BEFORE 2:00 PM CST
In order to be considered, the Offeror must complete and 
submit a proposal to Region 4 ESC in accordance with the 
solicitation documentation available at
www.region4esc.ionwave.net or at www.esc4.net.
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Request for Proposal (RFP) 
E&I Cooperative Services, Inc. invites the submission 

of sealed proposals for the following RFP’s:

RFP# EI00330~2024RFP for  

Contract Research Organizations (CROs)

Proposals are due by 1:00 PM ET on Monday, January 13, 2025.

Respondents must submit their RFP response using E&I’s 

Electronic Sourcing Solution which is accessible via

https://www.eandi.org/contract-finder/rfp-development/.  

E&I does not accept hard copy submissions or 
submissions through any other medium 

other than its Electronic Sourcing Solution.

E&I is committed to developing mutually advantageous 

business relationships with minority, women, disabled, veteran 

and service-disabled veteran-owned businesses.

For advertising information: 1.800.397.0070   www.russelljohns.com/usat

MARKETPLACE TODAY
To view more Classified listings,
visit: classifieds.usatoday.com

All classifi ed ads are subject to the applicable rate card, copies of which are available from our Advertising Dept. All ads are subject to approval before publication. USA Today reserves the right to edit, refuse, reject, classify or cancel any ad 
at any time. Errors must be reported in the fi rst day of publication. USA Today shall not be liable for any loss or expense that results from an error in or omission of an advertisement. No refunds for early cancellation of order.

Request for Proposal (RFP) 
E&I Cooperative Services, Inc. invites the submission 

of sealed proposals for:

Proposal # EI00349~2024RFP Accounts Payable  

Management Automation & Optimization

Proposals are due by 12:00 PM ET on Wednesday, December 18, 2024.

Respondents must submit their RFP response using  

E&I’s Electronic Sourcing Solution which is accessible via  

https://www.eandi.org/contract-finder/rfp-development/.  

E&I does not accept hard copy submissions or submissions through  

any other medium other than its Electronic Sourcing Solution.

The right is reserved to reject any and all proposals or to waive  

any specification or requirement determined to be in  

the best interest of the E&I membership. 

E&I is committed to developing mutually advantageous business 

relationships with minority, women, disabled, veteran and 

service-disabled veteran-owned businesses.

Region 4 ESC, Houston, TX is requesting proposals 

from qualified and experienced firms to provide:

Athletics, Physical Education Supplies, 

and Team Uniforms #25-01

PRE-PROPOSAL CONFERENCE: 

Wednesday, December 11, 2024, at 10:00 am CST 

(#25-01) via Zoom: https://esc4.zoom.us/j/95831606970

PROPOSAL DUE DATE: 

JANUARY 16, 2025, BEFORE 2:00 PM CST

In order to be considered, the Offeror must complete  

and submit a proposal to Region 4 ESC in accordance  

with the solicitation documentation available at  

www.region4esc.ionwave.net or at www.esc4.net.

Paul Skenes took just 10 months to go
from No. 1 overall pick to a major league
horse, an ace whose dominance and
staying power past the sixth inning
seemed to hail from a bygone era.

Monday night, the Pittsburgh Pirates
right-hander’s dominance was reward-
ed with the National League Rookie of
the Year award.

Skenes prevailed over San Diego Pa-
dres center fielder Jackson Merrill,
whose excellence over a full 162 games
nearly elevated him to the Padres’ first
top rookie honor since Benito Santiago
in 1987. But Skenes received 23 of 30
first-place votes and outpointed Merrill
133-104. Milwaukee Brewers outfielder
Jackson Chourio was third.

New York Yankees right-hander Luis
Gil won the American League honor in a
very close race, earning 15 first-place
votes to edge Baltimore Orioles outfield-
er Colton Cowser, who received 13 first-
place votes. Gil’s 106-101 winning margin
was the second-closest margin since
the award switched to a three-person
ballot in 1980.

Skenes, 22, was a throwback phenom
in an era when pitching has become
more specialized and starters who last
deep into games are rare. His 100-mph

fastball, devastating “splinker” and put-
away slider enabled him to make that
rapid ascension from a national title at
LSU, to first overall pick by Pittsburgh
and then one of the game’s most feared
power pitchers.

Skenes posted an 11-3 mark and 1.96
ERA in 23 starts, striking out 170 in 133
innings. It took him just two starts to an-

nounce his presence, as he struck out 11
over six no-hit innings at Wrigley Field
to notch his first major league win, kick-
starting a 12-start stretch in which he
posted a 1.64 ERA and pitched at least
six innings with two or fewer runs given
up 11 times.

That run earned him the starting nod
in July’s All-Star Game, and he finished

strong, giving up just one earned run in
24 September innings.

Skenes is the Pirates’ second-ever
Rookie of the Year, joining Jason Bay,
who won the award in 2004.

Come 2025, Skenes will be a Pirate
from opening day – he’s a pretty good
bet to earn the starting assignment –
and looks forward to expanding his
workload from 22 starts to 30-plus, and
perhaps stretching his innings pitched
toward 200. 

Skenes, also a finalist for NL Cy
Young, is already relishing what might
be possible over an entire season next
year.

“It’s going to be a unique opportunity,
a challenge for sure, to do that. It starts
now,” he said on a conference call after
winning the rookie honor. “The biggest
thing is going to be proving it over a full
year next season.”

Gil, 26, won 15 games and posted a
3.50 ERA after sitting out the 2023 sea-
son due to Tommy John surgery. He’s
the first Yankee to win Rookie of the Year
honors since Aaron Judge in 2017. 

Cowser hit 24 home runs with a .768
OPS while playing elite defense in left
field for Baltimore. 

New York’s Austin Wells finished
third, while relievers Cade Smith of
Cleveland and Oakland’s Mason Miller
each earned a first-place vote.

Pirates’ Skenes, Yankees’ Gil top rookies
Gabe Lacques
USA TODAY

Paul Skenes posted an 11-3 record in 23 starts with a 1.96 ERA and 170 strikeouts
over 133 innings pitched. BRAD PENNER/IMAGN IMAGES

PHOENIX – Rich Hill reached into his
pocket, grabbed his cell phone, looked at
the text message from an old acquaint-
ance, and started laughing.

“Rich, is that really you?” he asked.
“Are you playing?”

Yes, that’s Hill all right, 44 years
young, and pitching for Team USA in the
Premier12 international baseball tourna-
ment, where most of his teammates are
young enough to be his own kids.

This is a team filled with current and
former prospects who aren’t on any ma-
jor league 40-man rosters but is now in
Tokyo for the Super Round and an oppor-
tunity to win a gold medal. 

Hill was dominant in USA’s opening
round games in Mexico, pitching 6 1⁄3 in-
nings in his two starts. He gave up just
four hits and one unearned run, striking
out nine, including six in the 12-2 clinch-
ing victory over Mexico that qualified
Team USA for the Super Round.

“I’ve never been on a team that won
the World Series,” Hill tells USA TODAY
Sports in an hour-long interview in Phoe-
nix before departing for Mexico, “but
winning a gold medal, wearing the uni-
form representing your country, that’d be
pretty darn close. It would be amazing.”

The ultimate dream for the only man
in baseball who has pitched at least one
game in each of the past 20 years, pitch-
ing for 13 teams, would be winning a gold
medal now, a World Series title in 2025
and a gold medal for the United States of
America in the 2028 Summer Olympics
in Los Angeles.

“It’s funny, I was talking to my wife
about the Olympics in four years,” Hill
said, “and she said, ‘Well, maybe you
could just be a coach.’ ”

Hill, who pitched three scoreless in-
nings in the USA’s first game of the tour-
nament, always wanted to pitch one day
for his country. He has watched team-
mates and good friends play in the World
Baseball Classic, but he never got invited.

He informed Team USA officials this
past summer that he was interested in
pitching for the Premier12 team since
he’d be free. He turned down three major
league contract offers last winter and
spring so he could coach his 12-year-old
son Bryce’s Little League team in Milton,
Massachusetts.

“It was his last year in Little League,”
said Hill, who had seen his son play in
four Little League games the past three
years. “I couldn’t pass that up. I’m thank-
ful I didn’t miss that. It was too important
to me.”

So, Hill hung out all summer with the
kids in Milton, coaching on the same field
where he pitched 32 years ago, helping
lead the Milton Reds to the district cham-
pionship game as their pitching coach
and first base coach. When the season
ended, he informed MLB teams he was
open again for business.

“I know I passed up some good oppor-
tunities,” said Hill, who has a career
90-73 record, going 8-14 with a 5.41 ERA
with the San Diego Padres and Pittsburgh
Pirates in 2023. “But I would do the same
thing over and over again. We had great
moments we’ve been able to share.
Watching him be able to play and get that
opportunity is the reason why I stayed
home. It was everything I hoped. I don’t
regret a single thing.”

The Boston Red Sox, his hometown
came, came calling with a minor league
offer in August. On Aug. 29 at Fenway
Park, he was back in the majors, pitching
for the Red Sox against the Toronto Blue
Jays. He became the oldest player to ap-
pear in a major league game since 45-
year-old Ichiro Suzuki for the Seattle
Mariners in 2019.

But, suddenly, he was ineligible to
pitch for Team USA since he was on the
Red Sox and their 40-man roster.

Twelve days after pitching in his
fourth game, he was unceremoniously
released, reminding him this can be a
cold-hearted business.

Halfway through September, and no
major league team showing interest for
the stretch run, he put in a call to LaTroy
Hawkins. They were teammates 20 years
ago, and Hawkins now is the Team USA
bullpen coach. Hill wanted to let them
know he still he was interested in pitch-
ing for them.

“We had reached out to a few guys,
and six or seven had said no,” Hawkins.
“When Rich reached back out, I was like,
‘You in? He said, ‘Yes, I’m all in.’

“It’s been great. It’s always good to
have a veteran presence on a team like
this because he’s a natural leader. Guys
watch everything that he does, how he
carries himself, everything.”

So, there was Hill, on the mound

again, joining a bunch of kids he never
heard of, working out in Phoenix. When
the tournament opened in Mexico, his
family joined him. Team USA went 3-2. 

Now the Americans will play four
games in the four-team Super Round:
Thursday (Wednesday ET) against de-
fending champion Japan; Friday versus
Taiwan; and Saturday versus Venezuela.
The top two pool play teams will meet for
the gold medal Sunday and the other two
will play for the bronze medal. 

No matter if Hill never throws another
pitch after Tokyo, he says he wouldn’t
trade this journey for the world, eager to
see what is in store for him next. 

He has earned everything in his career
with no short cuts. He was selected by
the Chicago Cubs in the fourth round of
the 2002 draft out of the University of
Michigan, spending the rest of his career
bouncing from coast to coast and making
386 appearances for 13 teams. 

He has pitched everywhere, including
with the Tigres de Aragaua of the Vene-
zuelan Winter League to the Long Island
Ducks of the Independent League to
starting three games in the 2017 and 2018
World Series for the Los Angeles Dodg-
ers. He has become one of the oldest MLB
pitchers since World War II.

“I don’t know what the next step in my
baseball career is going to be,” Hill said,
“but you always want to be around the
younger guys and see what they’re doing
and stay atop of the modalities or train-

ing, stuff like that. But it still comes down
to just competing and competition.”

Hill never lit up the radar gun in his
prime and does not throw harder than 
89 mph now. But with his curveball, his
finesse, his astuteness and his brilliant
in-game strategy, he is still one of the fin-
est competitors in the game. You know
you’re doing something extraordinary
when you’ve got 14 years of major league
service time, earned more than $75 mil-
lion, and still have teams coveting you
when you’re older than the last eight MLB
general managers who have been hired.

“I obviously love the game of baseball,
I love the work and competition, or I
wouldn’t be doing this,” Hill says. “But
we’ll see what the future holds as far as
playing. I’m not sure if this will be it or
not. I think we’ll probably know in a
month or so.

“I’d love to play another year and have
an opportunity to get into the postseason
and win a World Series. That’s every-
body’s dream. I’ve been close a couple of
times, but it’s not like anything I’ve expe-
rienced in the game. Playing in the post-
season, there’s nothing like it.” 

Hill may never have gotten that World
Series ring after winning back-to-back
pennants with the Dodgers, but when
they won it all this year he felt part of that
euphoria, excitedly texting former team-
mates like Clayton Kershaw, Austin
Barnes and Enrique Hernandez through-
out the postseason.

“It’s really cool to see just the joy on
their faces,” Hill said. “Seeing other play-
ers experience that, you’re just genuinely
excited for them. And you want that. One
more time.

“So hopefully, that will come around. I
still feel that I have a lot to offer. I think
baseball is at a crossroads where were
need to start developing starting pitching
again, and not just relievers who are
chasing velocity at a young age. I know I
can still provide innings. But, if not, and
that’s it, I can call it on my own terms,
knowing I’ve been fortunate to have a lot
of really cool experiences in this game.”

Said Hawkins: “I’m so glad he’s here,
because he’s done everything in this
game but except pitch for Team USA. I
know he wants that World Series ring,
but he’s got a chance for that gold medal.

“And, as I told him, there’s a whole lot
more people that have a World Series ring
than have a gold medal.”

Longtime MLB pitcher Rich Hill going for gold for USA
Bob Nightengale
USA TODAY

Rich Hill, who has played for 13 MLB
teams over 20 years, is pitching for
Team USA and vying for a gold medal
this week. COURTESY OF TEAM USA













 



 




