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o. 3 p

ick
 in

 th
e 1996 d

raft an
d

th
en

 carv
in

g ou
t a 13-year career. S

h
aw

 cou
ld

 talk
ab

ou
t w

in
n

in
g th

ree N
B

A
 titles w

ith
 K

ob
e B

ryan
t an

d
S

h
aq

u
ille O

’N
eal an

d
 h

ow
 h

e th
rived

 as a role p
layer

d
u

rin
g a 14

-year N
B

A
 career.

T
h

e valu
e w

en
t b

eyon
d

 S
h

aw
 sh

arin
g stories ab

ou
t

B
ryan

t, w
h

om
 G

reen
 an

d
 K

u
m

in
ga con

sid
ered

 on
e of

th
eir id

ols. S
h

aw
 also h

ad
 stin

ts b
oth

 as an
 N

B
A

 assis-
tan

t (L
akers, In

d
ian

a) an
d

 h
ead

 coach
 (N

u
ggets), giv

-
in

g h
im

 in
sigh

t b
oth

 on
 h

ow
 to ru

n
 a p

ractice an
d

 fol-
low

 an
 N

B
A

 p
layb

ook
.

K
n

ow
in

g th
at th

eir su
ccess in

 th
e N

B
A

 goes b
eyon

d
w

h
at h

ap
p

en
s b

etw
een

 th
e lin

es, th
e Ign

ite h
as also

p
laced

 a h
eav

y em
p

h
asis on

 oth
er th

in
gs. It h

as h
osted

form
er an

d
 cu

rren
t p

layers to sp
eak

 (Jam
al C

raw
ford

,
D

ariu
s M

iles, Q
u

in
n

 C
ook

) as w
ell as p

aren
ts of N

B
A

p
layers. It also h

eld
 in

form
ation

 session
s in

volv
in

g
m

ed
ia train

in
g, fi�

n
an

cial literacy an
d

 sleep
 th

erap
y.

S
o after grow

in
g u

p
 in

 C
on

go an
d

 m
ov

in
g to th

e
U

n
ited

 S
tates at 13, K

u
m

in
ga b

ecam
e in

ten
t on

 tack
-

lin
g a n

ew
 ch

allen
ge. “I k

n
ow

 as lon
g as I stayed

 d
is-

cip
lin

ed
 w

ith
 m

y w
ork

, I stayed
 h

ealth
y an

d
 gu

ys
w

ou
ld

 p
rotect m

e, th
in

gs w
ou

ld
 w

ork
 ou

t for m
e in

b
asketb

all,” K
u

m
in

ga said
. “M

e goin
g to th

e G
 L

eagu
e, I

n
ever really w

orried
 ab

ou
t it. If I w

orried
 ab

ou
t it, I

w
ou

ld
 n

ever m
ake th

at d
ecision

.”

H
o

w
 N

B
A

 fro
n

t o
ffice

s v
ie

w
 Ig

n
ite

T
oo early to say w

h
eth

er th
ose arou

n
d

 th
e N

B
A

th
in

k
 th

e sam
e w

ay.
O

n
e N

B
A

 execu
tive exp

ressed
 con

cern
 th

at p
layers

w
ith

 th
e Ign

ite team
 seem

 m
ore com

p
elled

 to sh
ow

-
case th

em
selves as if th

ey w
ere “on

 an
 exten

d
ed

 A
A

U
team

” th
an

 th
ey w

ou
ld

 even
 in

 ju
st on

e year of college.
“I d

on
’t k

n
ow

 coach
in

g-w
ise h

ow
 th

e coach
es w

ill
h

old
 p

layers accou
n

tab
le for d

iff�
eren

t th
in

gs,” th
e N

B
A

execu
tive said

. “A
 college coach

 k
n

ow
s w

ith
 a on

e-
an

d
-d

on
e th

at th
ey h

ave to d
o w

h
at th

ey
’re tellin

g h
im

to d
o. O

th
erw

ise, h
e’s n

ot goin
g to p

lay an
d

 th
en

 h
e

w
on

’t b
ecom

e a on
e-an

d
-d

on
e.”

A
n

oth
er N

B
A

 execu
tive cou

n
tered

 th
at b

eh
av

ior
still h

ap
p

en
s in

 colleges w
ith

 coach
es feelin

g p
ressu

re
to cater to th

e on
e-an

d
-d

on
e p

layer b
ecau

se of h
is tal-

en
t level. T

h
e p

erson
 also n

oted
 th

at th
e N

B
A

 b
en

efi�
ts

b
ecau

se it can
 oversee h

ow
 th

e G
 L

eagu
e op

erates.
“It’s n

ot fair to tell colleges h
ow

 to p
rep

are p
layers

for th
e N

B
A

. B
u

t I th
in

k
 it’s fair at th

e G
 L

eagu
e level,

w
h

ere th
ere is m

ore of an
 N

B
A

 focu
s so th

at th
ose p

lay-
ers are p

rep
ared

 for th
e N

B
A

,” th
e N

B
A

 execu
tive said

.
“It gives u

s a b
ig b

en
efi�

t so th
at p

layers in
 th

at p
rogram

h
ave an

 exp
osu

re level to h
igh

er-level coach
in

g an
d

h
igh

er-level com
p

etition
.”

A
m

id
 th

e u
n

certain
ty, it ap

p
ears th

e b
en

efi�
ts an

d
ch

allen
ges sim

p
ly d

ep
en

d
s on

 th
e p

layer’s sk
ill set an

d
read

in
ess to d

evote m
ore of h

is focu
s to b

asketb
all.

“For selfi�
sh

 reason
s, I th

in
k

 it’s good
. B

u
t for th

e
ed

u
cation

, grow
in

g u
p

 an
d

 lifestyle, it can
 b

e over-
w

h
elm

in
g for som

e of th
ese you

n
g gu

ys th
at d

on
’t h

ave
th

e sam
e stru

ctu
re as th

ey w
ou

ld
 in

 college,” an
 N

B
A

scou
t said

. “B
u

t th
e fi�

n
an

cial com
p

on
en

t is h
ard

 to
tu

rn
 d

ow
n

. W
h

en
 you

 off�
er a k

id
 h

u
n

d
red

s of th
ou

-
san

d
s of d

ollars in
stead

 of goin
g to college for on

e year,
it’s h

ard
 to p

ass u
p

.”
S

o w
h

ere d
o th

in
gs go from

 h
ere?

A
b

d
u

r-R
ah

im
 

an
d

 
oth

ers 
arou

n
d

 
th

e 
N

B
A

 
ex-

p
ressed

 u
n

certain
ty given

 th
e sm

all sam
p

le size an
d

th
e fl�

u
id

 n
atu

re of th
e sp

ort’s d
evelop

m
en

ts. N
on

eth
e-

less, S
ilver said

 d
u

rin
g A

ll-S
tar w

eeken
d

 h
e h

as h
ad

talk
s w

ith
 N

ation
al B

asketb
all P

layers A
ssociation

 ex-
ecu

tive d
irector M

ich
ele R

ob
erts ab

ou
t p

oten
tially

votin
g again

st th
e so-called

 on
e-an

d
-d

on
e ru

le th
at

req
u

ires a p
layer to sp

en
d

 at least on
e year in

 college or
overseas b

efore join
in

g th
e N

B
A

. T
h

e N
B

A
 an

d
 N

B
PA

cou
ld

 m
ake th

ose ch
an

ges as early as 2
0

2
3. 

“W
e recogn

ize th
at is n

ot for everyon
e,” S

ilver said
of Ign

ite. “T
h

ere m
ay b

e th
e p

layer w
h

o is n
ot at th

at
sk

ill level yet w
h

ere h
e’s b

een
 id

en
tifi�

ed
 as sort of a

clear p
rosp

ect. T
h

ere are oth
er you

n
g p

eop
le w

h
o grow

a lot at th
at age or w

h
atever else, or w

an
t to go to col-

lege. T
o m

e, op
tion

s are a good
 th

in
g.”

W
ill th

e Ign
ite b

ecom
e th

e m
ost en

ticin
g op

tion
?

T
h

at cou
ld

 also d
ep

en
d

 on
 h

ow
 G

reen
 an

d
 K

u
m

in
ga

fare early in
 th

eir N
B

A
 careers.

A
n

 N
B

A
 scou

t en
v

ision
ed

 G
reen

 as b
ein

g in
 th

e
leagu

e “for a lon
g tim

e” after b
ecom

in
g im

p
ressed

 w
ith

h
is ath

leticism
, scorin

g an
d

 d
efen

se. S
o d

oes G
reen

,
w

h
o b

elieves h
e w

ill w
in

 th
e N

B
A

’s R
ook

ie of th
e Y

ear
aw

ard
 an

d
 lan

d
 on

 an
 A

ll-N
B

A
 D

efen
sive T

eam
. G

reen
on

ly w
orked

 ou
t for th

e P
iston

s an
d

 th
e R

ockets sin
ce

th
ey h

ave th
e N

o. 1 an
d

 N
o. 2

 p
ick

s, resp
ectively. “I

th
in

k
 I’m

 on
e of th

e b
est p

layers in
 th

e d
raft, if n

ot th
e

b
est p

layer in
 th

e d
raft,” G

reen
 said

. “S
o w

ith
 th

at b
e-

in
g said

, I feel I sh
ou

ld
 w

ork
 ou

t for th
e h

igh
est team

.”
M

ean
w

h
ile, th

e sam
e N

B
A

 v
iew

ed
 K

u
m

in
ga w

ith
h

av
in

g th
e “h

igh
est u

p
sid

e” b
ecau

se of h
is 6-foot-8

,
2

0
5 fram

e as an
 oversized

 w
in

g. W
ith

 K
u

m
in

ga aver-
agin

g 15.8
 p

oin
ts alb

eit on
 on

ly 38
.7%

 sh
ootin

g overall
an

d
 2

4
.6%

 from
 3-p

oin
t ran

ge, th
e scou

t exp
ressed

op
tim

ism
 h

e w
ill im

p
rove b

oth
 h

is ran
ge an

d
 b

all h
an

-
d

lin
g.

F
irst th

in
gs fi�

rst. A
fter th

eir n
am

es are called
 on

d
raft n

igh
t, G

reen
 an

d
 K

u
m

in
ga w

ill stan
d

 on
 cen

ter
stage eager to p

rove th
ey took

 th
e b

est rou
te to th

e
N

B
A

.

G
 Leagu

e Ign
ite d

raft
su

ccess cou
ld

 en
tice oth

ers
M

ark
 M

e
d

in
a

U
S

A
 T

O
D

A
Y

Jale
n

 G
re

e
n

 o
f th

e
 G

 Le
ag

u
e

 Ig
n

ite
 w

ill b
e

 se
le

cte
d

b
y

 th
e

 R
o

cke
ts w

ith
 th

e
 N

o
. 2

 o
ve

rall p
ick

, acco
rd

in
g

to
 m

o
st N

B
A

 m
o

ck
 d

rafts.
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m
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h
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