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INVITATION FOR BID

IFB NO. 2023-002 Repair of Auto-damaged Housing Unit 

Abilene Housing Authority (AHA) is currently accepting sealed bids .

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON          Nikki Favors, Procurement and Compliance
                                                        Coordinator
                                                        Telephone: (325)676-6032x6015
                                                        E-mail: nikki.favors@abileneha.org
                                                        TDD/TTY: 800-735-2989 (800-RELAY TX)

HOW TO OBTAIN THE IFB             1. Access ha.internationaleprocurement.com
DOCUMENTS                                   (no “www”).
                                                        2. Click on the “Login” button in the upper left side.
                                                        3. Follow the listed directions. If you need assistance
                                                        in accessing or registering on the system, please call
                                                        customer support at 866-526-9266.

PRE-BID CONFERENCE &             Wednesday, March 1, 2023 at 3:00 PM CT
WORKSITE WALKTHROUGH           Earl Williams Apartments
                                                        4398 N. 7th St. Abilene, TX. 79603
                                                        Walkthrough will be immediately following the
                                                        meeting.

DEADLINE TO SUBMIT                  Wednesday, March 8, 2023 @ 1:00 PM CT
QUESTIONS

BID SUBMITTAL DEADLINE          Monday, March 20, 2023, 3:00 PM CT
                                                        4398 N. 7th St., Abilene, TX. 79603
                                                        e-Procurement Site:
                                                        ha.internationalprocurement.com
                                                        (no “www”)
Public Bid Opening                            Monday, March 20, 2023, 3:15 PM CT
                                                        4398 N. 7th St., Abilene, TX. 79603

All qualified businesses, including Section 3-, minority- and/or women-owned businesses,
are encouraged to respond.

Notice to Bidders
Region 14 ESC (the “Lead
Agency”), on behalf of
National Cooperative Pur-
chasing Alliance (NCPA)
and public agencies in all 50
states, that elect to access
the Master Agreement is so-
liciting proposals to enter
into Master Agreements
for:

∂ Athletic Surfacing and As-
phalt Maintenance #01-23
∂ Fleet Management and
Leasing #02-23
∂ Flooring and Outdoor Sur-
face Solutions #03-23
∂ Instructional and Educa-
tional Resources #04-23
∂ Paint Supplies and Relat-
ed Services #05-23
∂ Plastic Refuse and Recy-
cling Collection Containers
#06-23
∂ Software Products and
Services #07-23
∂ Athletic Court and Con-
tainment Solutions #08-23

Due Thursday, March 23,
2023 at 2:00pm CT

Responses shall be received
electronically no later than
the submittal deadline via
our online Bonfire portal at
ncpa.bonfirehub.com.

To request a copy of specifi-
cations, please visit NCPA’s
website www.ncpa.us.

NOTICE OF PASSAGE OF
ORDINANCES

Notice is hereby given the
City Council of the City of
Abilene, Texas, passed the
following ordinances on fi-
nal reading on February 23,
2023. Said ordinances are
captioned as follows:

ORDINANCE NO. 08-2023
AN ORDINANCE ADDING
CHAPTER 2,
“ADMINISTRATION,” AR-
TICLE I, “GENERAL,”
SECTION 2-6, “TERMINA-
TION OF INACTIVE CAM-
PAIGN TREASURER
APPOINTMENT,” OF THE
ABILENE MUNICIPAL
CODE, AS SET OUT BE-
LOW; AND PROVIDING A
SEVERABILITY CLAUSE.
Shawna Atkinson, TRMC,
CMC, City Secretary, City
of Abilene

Legal Notice of Abandon-
ment Texas Auto Trans-
ports picked up 2021 Jeep
Wrangler , Grey Vin# end-
ing in14431 on 01/30/2023, ve-
hicle was delivered to and
stored at 5725 Holiday St.
Abilene Texas 79605.

VSF#0654740VSF
325-320-6674

Tow Fee $250.00
Storage Charges start on
the 17th @ $21.00 per day
Plus Tax Impound Fee
$21.00 Plus Tax
Notification Fee $50.00
Total Charges as $345.46

The biggest

local audience -

print and online

6 TIPS  & TRICKS
Decorate your bedroom

1 .

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

SELL IT   
BUY IT   
FIND IT

Place your
classified ad today.

14ft Dump Trailer Rental
You Fill & I Take To Dump
$275 Or You Fill & Take to
Dump  $125  24 Hr. Rental
Also I Do Clean Up Work

Free Estimates 432-582-1968

∂ ∂ ∂ 
∂ ∂ 

Bulldozer Work
Has your Road washed out?

WE CAN FIX THAT!!!!
Any type, Farm & Ranch,

Residential or Oil-field,
Roads Built, Fence Lines,

Stock Tanks dug or cleaned
 out. 40 yrs exp.

325-676-0304

Dump Trucks
Driveways & Roads
built and repaired,

Topsoil, Gravel, or Bin
10 hauled, Tandems &
Belly dumps, Dozers,

Motor graders,
Loaders, Skid Steers or
Box Blades. 40 yrs. exp.

325-676-0304

Fencing, Welding &
Skid Steer Work
Accept All Major Credit Cards
CALL JIM BAKER
325-660-2890

Torres Construction Company
Concrete Work Including; 

Foundations, Patios, Driveways
& Sidewalks, Custom Build 
Metal Buildings & Carports,
Now Making Barndominiums

325-675-0989  |  3652 Pine St

Spring Cleaning
Landscaping 

Mowing, Trim Bushes &
Trees, Hauling 864-4441

μ Repairs on Solid Slab
μ Pier & Beam Foundations

μ Still Piers μ Free Inspections  
325-675-6613

TJ’S ROOFING
FREE ESTIMATES
Fully Insured & Bonded
325-338-6689

Tree Trimming, Removals,
Discounts Available

Free Estimates  (325)725-3555

Business & Service Directory
to advertise, email: Servicedirectory@reporternews.com

FIND THE 
BEST TALENT 
TODAY!

Get started at  
jobs.usatoday.com

PROTECT - PRESERVE - EXTEND

www.tablepads.com

Use Promo Code: USAToday

Toll Free : 325-310-3068

100% Made in the USA Save by buying Factory Direct

Custom Table Cloth Table Extender

VALENTINE’S DAY SAVINGS 
SPECIAL

UP to 50% 
OFF

Pads starting 
as low as 

$139.95

50% OFF 

Custom Table 

Cloth!

• Dining Table Pads
• Buffet Pads
• Coffee & End Table Pads
• Piano Pads
• Pool Table Pads
• Conference Table Pads
• Table Paddies (about half the price for less  
 expensive tables)
• Table Extenders
• Custom Table Cloth

Sweetheart Savings!  
Protect Your Treasured Dining Table Forever 
from scratches, rings, spills, stains, heat, burns, dents
“Just Like Grandma’s!”

IMMERSE YOURSELF IN 
SAFETY AND COMFORT 

No Payments for  
18 MONTHS‡

†Limited time offer. Valid at participating dealers only. Dealer sets all prices and is responsible for full amount of 
discount. Cannot be combined with any other advertised offer. Contact local dealer for financing details. ‡subject 
to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period but all interest is waived if the purchase amount 
is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. There is no minimum monthly payment required during 
the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, equal 
opportunity lender banks. NMLS #1416362. GreenSky® Program is a program name for certain consumer credit 
plans extended by participating lenders to borrowers for the purchase of goods and/or services from participating 
merchants. Participating lenders are federally insured, equal opportunity lender banks. GreenSky® is a registered 
trademark of GreenSky, LLC. GreenSky Servicing, LLC services the loans on behalf of participating lenders. NMLS 
#1416362 GreenSky® financing offers available at participating dealers only. 

S P E C I A L  F I N A N C I N G  AVA I L A B L E $$ $

Ask Your KOHLER Authorized 
Dealer About Exclusive 
Offers In Your Area†

Call today for your FREE in-home quote! 

325-305-8395

SPECIAL OFFERS AVAILABLE 
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Vehicles

Recreation
RVs, motorcycles, etc.

Aussie Doodle puppies for
sale.  Ready 2/21
(325)439-9996

Bernedoodle
Puppies, F1B (75%
poodle/25% Bernese

Mountain Dog).  $Varies,
call for more info, 8 weeks
old, Black and white, Medi-
um sized 40-50lb. Hypoaller-

genic. Health tested pa-
rents. Temperament tested

puppies.  Raised indoors
with children. Ready March
1st. Must complete an appli-
cation; once approved, send

deposit.  (325)725-8705

F1b Sheepadoodles
479-926-6778,
5 Girls, 6 Boys

Great Dane puppies , 1
Male-2 female ,  $500 - 600, 6
weeks Feb 13, 1 black and  2
Merle , Sweet family pet, no
papers, Dewclaws removed,
Dewormed, 1st shots. Tonya
(325)370-8068

FREON WANTED:
Certified buyer looking to

buy R11, R12, R22 & more!
Call Xio at 312-697-1976.

SELL US YOUR
WATCHES! 

We buy Rolex, Breitling,
Audemars Piguet,

Patek Phillipe, Omega,
Tag Heuer, etc.

Free same day offers,
locally owned & operated

in the big country.
Call/Text 713-204-5033

Excepting offers for 146
+/- acres in Jones Coun-
ty, 12 miles east of Stam-
ford across the road from
Bethel Lutheran Church
call 682-201-1421

Equal Housing Opportunity
All real estate advertising

in this newspaper is
subject to the Federal

Fair Housing Act of 1968
which makes it illegal to
advertise any preference,

limitation or
discrimination based on
race, color, religion, sex,
national origin, handicap
or familial status or an
intention to make any

such preference,
limitation or

discrimination.

This newspaper will not
knowingly accept any

advertising for real estate
which is in violation of the

law. Our readers are
hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised in

this newspaper are
available on an equal

opportunity basis.

Fixer Uppers
2117 Shelton $42,500

1302 Sycamore $42,500
710 Grape $49,000 

Seasoned First Lien
Real Estate Notes,

 11% yield.
Call 325-333-5224

Harley Davidson 2008,
Ultra Classic Anniversary

model Gold/Black,
(325)280-3389

New battery , Viewed
 @ 1726 Richland DR.

 Abilene, TX
$8500.00, OBO

REQUEST FOR
COMPETITIVE SEALED

PROPOSALS

Jacob & Martin, LLC will
receive Competitive Sealed
Proposals (CSP) on behalf
of Eula ISD (OWNER) for
the Security Vestibule proj-
ect until 2:00 PM local
standard time on March
9th, 2023, at Jacob &
Martin, LLC, 3465 Curry
Lane, Abilene, TX 79606,
and then at said location
publicly opened and read
aloud. Sealed proposals
should be addressed to: Ja-
cob & Martin, LLC, Tyser
Robertson, AIA, NCARB, on
behalf of Eula ISD, 3465
Curry Lane, Abilene, TX
79606.
The Project consists of en-
closing the existing porch at
Eula High School to create
a new security vestibule.
The OWNER has set a con-
struction budget of
$175,000.00 for the above--
mentioned work.
All proposals shall include a
bid security in the form of a
bid bond, cashier’s check,
or certified check payable
without recourse to the
OWNER in the amount of
five (5%) of the largest to-
tal proposal amount. This is
a guarantee that the offeror
will enter into a Contract
and execute Contract Sure-
ty.
All proposals shall also in-
clude a Performance Bond
and a Payment Bond, both
in the amount of the Con-
tract Sum. The cost of such

bonds shall be included in
the proposal.
There will be a
nonmandatory Pre-Proposal
Conference at 2:00 PM,
February 28th, 2023, at the
Eula High School, 6040 FM,
Clyde, TX 79510. This con-
ference is non-mandatory
for general contractors and
major subcontractors.
All questions shall be sub-
mitted electronically to Ja-
cob & Martin, LLC, Attn:
Tyser Robertson, AIA,
NCARB / trobertson@jacob
martin.com.The deadline to
submit questions to the Ar-
chitect is 5:00 PM, March
2nd, 2023.
The OWNER shall select
the offeror that submits the
proposal that offers the best
value for the OWNER based
on the published selection
criteria and on its ranking
evaluation. Proposals may
be held by the OWNER for
a period not to exceed thirty
(30) days from the date of
proposal opening for evalua-
tions and ranking prior to
the contract award. The
OWNER reserves the right
to accept or reject any or
all qualified Proposals or
waive any formalities in the
process or to accept the
proposal that provides the
OWNER the best value as
per the laws of the State of
Texas.
Electronic Bid Documents
will be available through
the Architect’s website at:
www.jacobmartin.com. A
credit card number is re-
quired to be provided dur-
ing online registration, but
the card will not be charg-
ed.

NOTICE FOR BIDS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIV-
EN THAT THE CITY OF
ABILENE WILL RECEIVE
SEALED, WRITTEN BIDS
IN THE OFFICE OF THE
PURCHASING ADMINIS-
TRATOR, 555 WALNUT
STREET, ROOM 201-A,
CITY HALL, ABILENE,
TEXAS 79601 UNTIL 11:00
A.M. ON THE 28TH DAY
OF MARCH A.D., 2023
FOR:

1. N 5TH TRAFFIC
SIGNAL IMPROVEMENTS
– FROM GRAPE TO
WALNUT STREET – BID
#CB-2335
2. N 10TH & PINE CON-
CRETE INTERSECTION
CONSTRUCTION PROJ-
ECT – BID #CB-2336

BIDS WILL BE OPENED
AND READ ALOUD IMME-
DIATELY AFTER CLOS-
ING DEADLINE IN THE
CITY HALL COUNCIL
CHAMBERS.

A PRE-BID CONFERENCE
WILL BE HELD ON
MARCH 21, 2023 AT 9:30
A.M. IN THE PUBLIC
WORKS CONFERENCE
ROOM, CITY HALL, 555
WALNUT ST., ABILENE,
TX 79601.

BID DOCUMENTS MAY
BE OBTAINED VIA THE
CITY OF ABILENE
WEBSITE AT WWW.ABILE
NETX.GOV OR BY CON-
TACTING PURCHASING@
ABILENETX.GOV OR (325)
676-6226. ALL BIDS MUST
SUBSTANTIALLY COM-
PLY WITH SPECIFICA-
TIONS.

THE CITY OF ABILENE
WILL UTILIZE THE “B-
EST VALUE” COMPETI-
TIVE BIDDING METHOD
IN DETERMINING THE
AWARD OF THE CON-
TRACT. THE CITY OF
ABILENE WILL AWARD
THE CONTRACT TO THE
LOWEST RESPONSIBLE
BIDDER WHO PROVIDES
THE “BEST VALUE” TO
THE CITY OF ABILENE.
THE CITY RESERVES
THE RIGHT TO REJECT

ANY OR ALL BIDS.

MELISSA GORMAN
PURCHASING
ADMINISTRATOR

NOTICE FOR BIDS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIV-
EN THAT THE CITY OF
ABILENE WILL RECEIVE
SEALED, WRITTEN BIDS
IN THE OFFICE OF THE
PURCHASING ADMINIS-
TRATOR, 555 WALNUT
STREET, ROOM 201-A,
CITY HALL, ABILENE,
TEXAS 79601 UNTIL 11:00
A.M. ON THE 21ST DAY
OF MARCH A.D., 2023
FOR:

1. SINGLE-FAMILY
REHABILITATION/RECON
STRUCTION PROGRAM –
BID #CB-2333

BIDS WILL BE OPENED
AND READ ALOUD IMME-
DIATELY AFTER CLOS-
ING DEADLINE IN THE
CITY HALL COUNCIL
CHAMBERS.

A MANDATORY PRE-BID
CONFERENCE WILL BE
HELD ON MARCH 9, 2023
AT 9:30 A.M. AT THE
SITE, 1317 MESQUITE ST.,
ABILENE, TEXAS.

BID DOCUMENTS MAY
BE OBTAINED ELEC-
TRONICALLY VIA THE
CITY OF ABILENE
WEBSITE AT WWW.ABILE
NETX.GOV. ALL BIDS
MUST SUBSTANTIALLY
COMPLY WITH SPECIFI-
CATIONS. FOR INFOR-
MATION, CONTACT PURC
HASING@ABILENETX.GO
V OR (325) 676-6226.

THE CITY OF ABILENE
WILL AWARD THE CON-
TRACT TO THE LOWEST
RESPONSIBLE BIDDER.
THE CITY RESERVES
THE RIGHT TO REJECT
ANY OR ALL BIDS.

MELISSA GORMAN
PURCHASING ADMINIS-
TRATOR

LEGAL NOTICE
REQUEST FOR

APPLICATION – BANK
DEPOSITORY CONTRACT

The Taylor County Commis-
sioners’ Court will be re-
ceiving sealed applications
until 2:00
p.m. on Thursday, March
30, 2023 for Taylor County’s
Bank Depository Contract,
R.F.A. 2023 – 06012023. This
contract is for the County
Depository Bank and Sub--
Depository Banks. Sealed
applications will be re-
ceived at the Taylor County
Purchasing Department, 600
Pecan Street, Abilene,
Texas, 79602.

Exact specifications may be
obtained by contacting Scott
Henderson, Taylor County
Purchasing Agent, Taylor
County Purchasing 600
Pecan Street, 79602, or by
calling (325) 738-8602. Tech-
nical question should be di-
rected to Lesa Crosswhite,
Taylor County Treasurer @
325-674-1231 or e-mail lesa.cr
osswhite@taylorcounty.texa
s.gov. Application specifica-
tions can also be found on
Taylor County’s web page
at taylorcountytexas.org.

Taylor County reserves
the right to reject any

or all applications.

EOE-MFHV

Phil Crowley
Taylor County Judge

NOTICE FOR PROPOSALS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIV-
EN THAT THE CITY OF
ABILENE IS RECEIVING
PROPOSALS UNTIL 3:00
P.M. ON THE 7TH DAY OF
APRIL A.D., 2023 FOR:

1. DENTAL, VISION, BA-
SIC LIFE/AD&D, VOLUN-
TARY LIFE/AD&D, DI-
RECTOR LTD, VOLUNTA-
RY STD, VOLUNTARY
LTD, ACCIDENT, CRITI-
CAL ILLNESS & WHOLE
LIFE - RFP #CB-2334

PROPOSAL INFORMA-
TION MAY BE OBTAINED
FROM KRISTEN RAMOS,
MCGRIFF SEIBELS &
WILLIAMS, INC., 5080
SPECTRUM DRIVE,
SUITE 900E, ADDISON,
TEXAS 75001, 469-232-2180;
OR KRAMOS@MCGRIFF.C
OM.

ALL PROPOSALS MUST
SUBSTANTIALLY COM-
PLY WITH SPECIFICA-
TIONS.

THE CITY OF ABILENE
RESERVES THE RIGHT
TO REJECT ANY OR ALL
PROPOSALS AND TO
AWARD THE PROPOSAL
CONSIDERED MOST AD-
VANTAGEOUS TO THE
CITY OF ABILENE.

           MELISSA GORMAN
           PURCHASING
           ADMINISTRATOR

Notice to Bidders
Region 14 ESC (the “Lead
Agency”), on behalf of
National Cooperative Pur-
chasing Alliance (NCPA)
and public agencies in all 50
states, that elect to access
the Master Agreement is so-
liciting proposals to enter
into Master Agreements
for:

∂ Athletic Surfacing and As-
phalt Maintenance #01-23
∂ Fleet Management and
Leasing #02-23
∂ Flooring and Outdoor Sur-
face Solutions #03-23
∂ Instructional and Educa-
tional Resources #04-23
∂ Paint Supplies and Relat-
ed Services #05-23
∂ Plastic Refuse and Recy-
cling Collection Containers
#06-23
∂ Software Products and
Services #07-23
∂ Athletic Court and Con-
tainment Solutions #08-23

Due Thursday, March 23,
2023 at 2:00pm CT

Responses shall be received
electronically no later than
the submittal deadline via
our online Bonfire portal at
ncpa.bonfirehub.com.

To request a copy of specifi-
cations, please visit NCPA’s
website www.ncpa.us.

Classifieds
All classified ads are subject to the applicable rate card, copies of which are available from our Advertising Dept. All ads are subject to approval before publication. The Reporter News reserves 
the right to edit, refuse, reject, classify or cancel any ad at any time. Errors must be reported in the first day of publication. The Reporter News shall not be liable for any loss or expense that 
results from an error in or omission of an advertisement. No refunds for early cancellation of order.

To advertise, visit:  
classifieds.reporternews.com

n	Classifieds Phone: 866.604.2020
n	Classifieds Email: classifieds@reporternews.com
n	Public Notices/Legals Email: legals@reporternews.com

Selling Your Stuff?
a Classified ad

gets you exposure

HIRE EVEN FASTER

The Right Audience
At The Right Price

cars

garage sales

tickets

jobs

antiques

motorcycles

computers

boats

sports
equipment 

pets

instruments

jewelry

furniture

tablets

auctions

yard sales

collectibles

appliances

cameras

coins

Place Your
Classified 
Ad Today.

SELL IT
BUY IT
FIND IT

Gold Bond Building Products LLC, Rotan TX Plant is
hiring qualified personnel for the position of

Industrial Electrician. 
Qualifying requirements for this position are listed below:

• Reading and interpreting specifications and blueprints
• Installing, servicing, and repairing conduits, wiring and fixtures
• Conducting electronic inspections and tests
• Grounding electrical systems
• Servicing Starters, motors and 480-volt systems
•  Performing electrical work on environmental regulating systems, pumps, and industrial lighting systems
•  Installing, maintaining, and repairing heavy duty equipment and industrial communications systems
• Cleaning circuit boards and contacts
• Oiling motors and replacing wiring 
• Troubleshooting and repairing electrical components
• Working with programmable logic/automation controls
• PLC Knowledge and programming experience a plus
• Must be available for call-outs
• Must Live within a reasonable distance from the plant
• Arc-Flash Training a plus
• Sick Pay

Please contact our HR department to apply and 
for additional information at: 325-735-2221

Gold Bond Building Products is an Equal Opportunity Employer, and we offer a full 
benefit package to include Medical, Dental, Vision, 401K, Holiday, and Vacation.

A
B
-G

C
I1
02

29
53

-0
1

Bulldozer Work
Has your Road washed out?

WE CAN FIX THAT!!!!
Any type, Farm & Ranch,

Residential or Oil-field,
Roads Built, Fence Lines,

Stock Tanks dug or cleaned
 out. 40 yrs exp.

325-676-0304

Dump Trucks
Driveways & Roads
built and repaired,

Topsoil, Gravel, or Bin
10 hauled, Tandems &
Belly dumps, Dozers,

Motor graders,
Loaders, Skid Steers or
Box Blades. 40 yrs. exp.

325-676-0304

Fencing, Welding &
Skid Steer Work
Accept All Major Credit Cards
CALL JIM BAKER
325-660-2890

Torres Construction Company
Concrete Work Including; 

Foundations, Patios, Driveways
& Sidewalks, Custom Build 
Metal Buildings & Carports,
Now Making Barndominiums

325-675-0989  |  3652 Pine St

Spring Cleaning
Landscaping 

Mowing, Trim Bushes &
Trees, Hauling 864-4441

μ Repairs on Solid Slab
μ Pier & Beam Foundations
μ Still Piers μ Free Inspections  

325-675-6613

TJ’S ROOFING
FREE ESTIMATES
Fully Insured & Bonded
325-338-6689

Tree Trimming, Removals,
Discounts Available

Free Estimates  (325)725-3555

Business & Service Directory
to advertise, email: Servicedirectory@reporternews.com
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To advertise in USA TODAY, call: (800) 397-0070

If you or a loved one has

been diagnosed with

ovarian cancer after using

talcum based products

youmay be entitled to

significant compensation

800-208-3526

TALCUM

POWDER

SETTLEMENT

HEALTH/FITNESS

MARKETPLACE

To view more Classified listings,

visit: classifieds.usatoday.com

NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice to Bidders

Region 14 ESC (the “Lead Agency”), on behalf of National
Cooperative Purchasing Alliance (NCPA) and public agencies
in all 50 states, that elect to access the Master Agreement is
soliciting proposals to enter into Master Agreements for:

• Athletic Surfacing and Asphalt Maintenance #01-23

• Fleet Management and Leasing #02-23

• Flooring and Outdoor Surface Solutions #03-23

• Instructional and Educational Resources #04-23

• Paint Supplies and Related Services #05-23

• Plastic Refuse and Recycling Collection Containers #06-23

• Software Products and Services #07-23

• Athletic Court and Containment Solutions #08-23

Due Thursday, March 23, 2023 at 2:00pm CT

Responses shall be received electronically no later than the
submittal deadline via our online Bonfire portal at

ncpa.bonfirehub.com.

To request a copy of specifications,
please visit NCPA’s website www.ncpa.us

AUTOMOTIVE

NEW GREAT
MARKETPLACE

RATES!

Scan QR Code for

Current Specials

WANTED

WANTED: PORSCHE 356 OR JAGUAR XKE

FROM 1950 to 1974.

BUYING ALL SPORTS CARS IN ROUGH,
POOR, RUSTY, OR ABANDONED.

CALL GARY (234) 521-1600 OR TEXT
234-521-1600 OR EMAIL: Jagxke22@gmail.com

Sourcewell, a State of Minnesota local government unit
and service cooperative, is requesting proposals for
Sports Lighting Solutions with Related Technology,

Equipment, and Services to result in a contracting solution
for use by its Participating Entities.

Sourcewell Participating Entities include thousands of
governmental, higher education, K-12 education, nonprofit,
tribal government, and other public agencies located

in the United States and Canada.

A full copy of the Request for Proposals can be
found on the Sourcewell Procurement Portal
https://proportal.sourcewell-mn.gov.

Only proposals submitted through the Sourcewell
Procurement Portal will be considered.

Proposals are due no later than April 11, 2023, at 4:30pm
Central Time, and late proposals will not be considered.

It was far from easy, but as long as the
U.S. women’s national team has Mallory
Swanson in this kind of form, the squad
is a problem for anyone.

The USWNT were made to sweat
early and late by Japan but emerged 1-0
winners Sunday in Nashville, Tennes-
see, as Swanson scored her seventh goal
in her last fi�ve national team appear-
ances just before halftime. Goalkeeper
Casey Murphy provided two top-tier
late saves to preserve the win, which
means that a win over Brazil on
Wednesday would guarantee a USWNT
tournament victory at the SheBelieves
Cup.

Sunday’s match, with fi�ve changes to
the USWNT lineup, had a diff�erent feel
from the 2-0 win over Canada. Japan of-
fered a withering early high press, and
though the USWNT got through the
early stages unscathed, the new faces at
the back and in midfi�eld had a more dif-
fi�cult go of things than the more familiar
lineup that faced the Canadians.

A fi�rst half featuring few chances still
saw Japan causing a very imprecise U.S.
fi�ts, but Murphy was only truly tested by
one long-range eff�ort. 

The USWNT wobbled on a handful of
occasions but always had a timely block
or interception before things could truly
go awry.

At the other end, their threats – other
than a sliced Lynn Williams cross that
Ayaka Yamashita had to tip off� the
crossbar – chiefl�y came through Swan-
son, who continued her scintillating
form by scoring in the fi�nal seconds of
the half.

Sofi�a Huerta could have just hoofed
the ball clear from deep inside the
USWNT half but took aim at Alex Mor-
gan, who had checked back from the Ja-
pan back line. Morgan took the ball

down, turned under no pressure, and
fed Swanson – who by this point had
turned on the afterburners – in behind
the defense.

Swanson produced a masterful fi�rst
touch to prevent Shiori Miyake from in-
tervening, then raced away to slide a
clinical fi�nish past Yamashita.

Japan came out with a bit more cre-
ativity in the attack to start the second
half, with Hina Sugita slashing in from
left wingback to glance a point-blank

header just wide after good work from
Risa Shimizu and Aoba Fujino on the
opposite fl�ank.

Much has been made of the
USWNT’s work on the game manage-
ment front, with head coach Vlatko An-
donovski citing it multiple times after
the win over Canada. With a 1-0 lead, he
might not have enjoyed seeing that Sug-
ita chance, but from there Japan assem-
bled long spells of possession without
ever breaking the USWNT defensive
block.

Still, Japan was patiently starting to
fi�nd better openings, moving the U.S.
shape around and at long last fi�nding
seams. Fuka Nagano whistled a 20-yard
bid just over the crossbar in the 79th
minute.

Murphy had to make an excellent
save in the 81st minute to deny Yui Ha-
segawa, who knifed in to fi�re a half-vol-
ley on frame from 7 yards, and then did
well to stop Jun Endo’s stoppage-time
eff�ort from the left.

Still, despite the late push for an
equalizer, the USWNT managed to hold
off� Japan, which by the end of the match
was pushing eight players into the at-
tack in pursuit of an equalizer. 

If Andonovski’s stated position is
that pre-tournament friendlies must
teach the team about where its weak
points are and how to shore them up,
this will go down as a very useful win in-
deed.

Mallory Swanson scores again to lead USWNT win
Jason Anderson
Pro Soccer Wire | USA TODAY Network

USWNT forward Mallory Swanson scores the only goal in the SheBelives Cup
match Sunday against Japan in Nashville. STEVE ROBERTS/USA TODAY SPORTS

DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. – Though au-
to racing is overfl�owing with the unpre-
dictable, there are also many clockwork
routines.

One of those is the post-race choreo-
graph for a team: break down the pit
box, put everything away in its assigned
place, hustle to the airport and fl�y home.

This time, not a chance. If you’re gon-
na kick routine to the curb, you do your
kicking after winning the Daytona 500.

“When you win a race like this, you
take your time and celebrate it,” Zach
Yager said Monday morning. “You can
rush to the plane when you lose. No
need to be rushing to the plane when
you win.”

Instead, the No. 47 team remained in
Daytona’s Victory Lane, where cham-
pagne kept magically appearing as the
hour grew later and later.

“We decided to enjoy it and stay in-
side the track where it happened,” Yager
said. “A lot of champagne bottles. We
were also so caught up in the moment,
we didn’t want to leave here. We felt if
we left, it would make it not real.”

Yager is a tire carrier on Ricky Sten-
house Jr.’s pit crew. Normally on a Mon-
day morning, he’d be back in the Char-
lotte, North Carolina, area, getting back
to the modern routine for the modern
crewman, which at the NASCAR level is
now a full-time gig – cardio, pit practice,
weights.

But this was no normal Monday.
Over the years, it has informally been

known as the Hangover Invitational.
The winning driver and team returns to
Daytona International Speedway, mere
hours after leaving the previous night/
early morning, for more platitudes and
spoils.

Leather Daytona jackets for driver,
crew chief and owner(s), as well as a Ro-
lex for the driver, who removes it before
pressing his hands (and right racing
boot) into wet cement to solidify the
history of it all.

Then it’s more group pictures, and
Stenhouse, like all the winners before
him, is again reminded he didn’t do it
alone.

“For us as a race team, it’s all about
these guys, all the guys and gals back at
the shop,” Stenhouse said. “Friends and
family – to celebrate this with them, it
was the perfect ending. It didn’t get too
crazy last night, but we did stay out a lit-
tle late.”

This is obviously the career highlight,
so far, for the 35-year-old Mississippi
native. Stenhouse cut his racing teeth
on dirt, making a name for himself in
USAC’s sprint-car divisions, before put-
ting more sheet metal around him and
asphalt down below – in 2008 he made
the move to full-bodied stock cars and
found quick success in the ARCA Series.

That’s when he lined up a new Holy
Grail.

“Once I transitioned to stock car rac-
ing in 2008, in the ARCA Series, that’s
when the dream of winning the Daytona
500 came about for me,” he said Monday
morning.

He came close before. First, he
showed he could win here when he won
Daytona’s summer race in 2017. And a
year ago in the 500, he led from lap 180
through 193 and was still jockeying for
the lead – and potentially the eventual
win – when he was caught up in a crash
on lap 195.

Knowing you can win it is only half
the battle. 

“Once you get a win at Daytona, I felt
like that dream was possible,” Sten-
house said. “I knew where Victory Lane
was. Last year, I felt like we had it in our
grasp, but it slipped away. We seized it
this year and it’s really special.”

It wasn’t exactly a David-over-Goli-
ath story, but about as close as you can
get in NASCAR. Stenhouse’s team – JTG
Daugherty Racing – employs 40, owns a
Cup Series charter, and partners with a
slew of sponsors, big and small. A fi�rst-
class operation, no doubt, but within to-
day’s Cup Series, it’s practically a shoe-
string operation.

“You have to have the right people,”
said Jodi Geshickter, part of an owner-
ship group that includes her husband
Tad, former NBA All-Star Brad Daugher-

ty, and Gordon Smith.
“It’s a beautiful moment,” Jodi said

on a crisp and clear morning. “The sun is
shining, we’re here together celebrating.
We have so much to be thankful for,
from a spiritual standpoint, we just
thank God for this moment.”

The night before, it was other men
upstairs who held the No. 47 team’s fate
in their hands. After an overtime ex-
tended by a lengthy caution, and anoth-
er restart, Stenhouse got back to the
white fl�ag in a side-by-side battle with
Joey Logano – Shoestring versus Team
Penske.

Yet another free-for-all erupted be-
hind them through Turn 1, and since
they had completed one lap of the two-
lap overtime, the ensuing yellow fl�ag
ended the racing – the fi�nishing order
would be frozen in whatever position
everyone was in when the caution was
triggered.

Logano and Stenhouse, or Stenhouse
and Logano? Offi�cials upstairs viewed
replays and scoring equipment and
made the call: Goliath gets second place.

Behind pit wall, the tire carrier felt
the call coming but wouldn’t let himself
believe it until he heard it.

“I knew they were going to review it,”
Yager said Monday. “I thought, if they’re
going to look at this, for once I hope the
chips fall on our side. We were fi�ve laps
away from winning this last year. Don’t
rip the rug out from under us again. 

“Let it be us.”

Daytona winning Stenhouse team thankful

Ricky Stenhouse does the Daytona 500
winner’s traditions Monday in Victory
Lane. NADIA ZOMORODIAN/THE NEWS-JOURNAL 

Ken Willis
The Daytona Beach

News-Journal

NASCAR Cup Series 
Daytona 500
Sunday
Daytona International Speedway
Daytona Beach, Fla.
(Start position in parentheses)
1. (31) Ricky Stenhouse Jr, Chevrolet, 212 laps, 48 points.
2. (3) Joey Logano, Ford, 212, 42.
3. (5) Christopher Bell, Toyota, 212, 35.
4. (9) Chris Buescher, Ford, 212, 43.
5. (1) Alex Bowman, Chevrolet, 212, 41.
6. (29) AJ Allmendinger, Chevrolet, 212, 34.
7. (24) Daniel Suárez, Chevrolet, 212, 30.
8. (7) Ryan Blaney, Ford, 212, 29.
9. (23) Ross Chastain, Chevrolet, 212, 38.
10. (38) Riley Herbst, Ford, 212, 0.
11. (40) Travis Pastrana, Toyota, 212, 26.
12. (13) Kevin Harvick, Ford, 212, 32.
13. (17) Zane Smith, Ford, 212, 0.
14. (35) Cody Ware, Ford, 212, 23.
15. (16) Martin Truex Jr, Toyota, 212, 29.
16. (12) Corey Lajoie, Chevrolet, 212, 21.
17. (18) Denny Hamlin, Toyota, 212, 20.
18. (2) Kyle Larson, Chevrolet, accident, 211, 19.
19. (36) Kyle Busch, Chevrolet, accident, 211, 18.
20. (15) Bubba Wallace, Toyota, accident, 211, 17.
21. (4) Aric Almirola, Ford, accident, 211, 19.
22. (10) Brad Keselowski, Ford, accident, 211, 25.
23. (6) Austin Cindric, Ford, accident, 210, 20.
24. (22) Noah Gragson, Chevrolet, 210, 13.
25. (33) Ty Gibbs, Toyota, 210, 17.
26. (19) Harrison Burton, Ford, 210, 11.
27. (14) Todd Gilliland, Ford, accident, 208, 11.
28. (11) Michael McDowell, Ford, 208, 15.
29. (34) Conor Daly, Chevrolet, 206, 0.
30. (32) BJ McLeod, Chevrolet, 204, 7.
31. (39) Jimmie Johnson, Chevrolet, accident, 203, 10.
32. (28) Justin Haley, Chevrolet, accident, 203, 5.
33. (27) Austin Dillon, Chevrolet, accident, 202, 4.
34. (21) William Byron, Chevrolet, accident, 202, 7.
35. (30) Chase Briscoe, Ford, accident, 182, 2.
36. (20) Ryan Preece, Ford, accident, 181, 10.
37. (25) Erik Jones, Chevrolet, accident, 118, 1.
38. (8) Chase Elliott, Chevrolet, accident, 118, 1.
39. (26) Tyler Reddick, Toyota, accident, 117, 1.
40. (37) Ty Dillon, Chevrolet, engine, 26, 1.
Race Statistics
Average Speed of Race Winner: 145.284 mph.
Time of Race: 3 hours, 38 minutes, 53 seconds.
Margin of Victory: Under Caution.
Caution Flags: 8 for 38 laps.
Lead Changes: 52 among 21 drivers.
Lap Leaders: A.Bowman 0; K.Larson 1; A.Bowman 2-10; K.Larson
11-12; C.Bell 13-20; K.Larson 21-23; C.Bell 24-34; A.Almirola 35;
A.Bowman 36-37; C.Bell 38; T.Pastrana 39-40; D.Hamlin 41; C.Bris-
coe 42; D.Hamlin 43-47; C.Briscoe 48-51; M.Truex 52-64; B.Kese-
lowski 65-67; R.Preece 68-71; B.Keselowski 72; A.Almirola 73; B.Ke-
selowski 74-76; A.Almirola 77-79; B.Keselowski 80; A.Almirola 81;
B.Keselowski 82-108; K.Harvick 109; J.Logano 110; R.Blaney 111;
J.Logano 112-115; C.Buescher 116; J.Logano 117; C.Buescher 118-
121; J.Logano 122-125; R.Chastain 126; J.Logano 127; R.Chastain
128-132; A.Bowman 133; B.Wallace 134-137; A.Almirola 138-142;
B.Wallace 143; A.Almirola 144-145; C.Buescher 146; A.Almirola 147-
148; C.Buescher 149-153; A.Almirola 154; C.Buescher 155-175;
D.Suárez 176-178; H.Burton 179-187; J.Logano 188; A.Allmendinger
189; B.Keselowski 190-196; K.Busch 197-202; R.Stenhouse 203-212
Leaders Summary (Driver, Times Led, Laps Led): B.Keselowski, 6
times for 42 laps; C.Buescher, 5 times for 32 laps; C.Bell, 3 times for
20 laps; A.Almirola, 8 times for 16 laps; M.Truex, 1 time for 13 laps;
J.Logano, 6 times for 12 laps; A.Bowman, 3 times for 12 laps;
R.Stenhouse, 1 time for 10 laps; H.Burton, 1 time for 9 laps; R.Chas-
tain, 2 times for 6 laps; D.Hamlin, 2 times for 6 laps; K.Larson, 3
times for 6 laps; K.Busch, 1 time for 6 laps; B.Wallace, 2 times for 5
laps; C.Briscoe, 2 times for 5 laps; R.Preece, 1 time for 4 laps; D.Suá-
rez, 1 time for 3 laps; T.Pastrana, 1 time for 2 laps; A.Allmendinger, 1
time for 1 lap; R.Blaney, 1 time for 1 lap; K.Harvick, 1 time for 1 lap.
Wins: R.Stenhouse, 1.
Top 16 in Points: 1. J.Logano, 52; 2. C.Buescher, 50; 3. R.Stenhouse,
48; 4. C.Bell, 44; 5. A.Bowman, 41; 6. R.Chastain, 38; 7. R.Blaney, 37;
8. K.Harvick, 37; 9. A.Allmendinger, 34; 10. B.Keselowski, 32; 11.
M.Truex, 32; 12. D.Suárez, 30; 13. A.Cindric, 29; 14. A.Almirola, 29; 15.
C.Lajoie, 27; 16. T.Pastrana, 26.
NASCAR Driver Rating Formula
A maximum of 150 points can be attained in a race.
The formula combines the following categories: Wins, Finishes,
Top-15 Finishes, Average Running Position While on Lead Lap, Av-
erage Speed Under Green, Fastest Lap, Led Most Laps, Lead-Lap
Finish.
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Advertise in

USA TODAY

Marketplace!

(800) 397-0070
sales@russelljohns.com

To place your Public Notice in

our Marketplace section, call:

1-800-397-0070

PUBLIC

NOTICE

SECONDARYBREAK
AnNBADad’s Story

written by:MarvinWilliams Sr.

This book is about a young man and his love for basketball.
It will show you how ANYTHING IS POSSIBLE

when you continue to follow your passion.

Available for purchase at BarnesAndNoble.com and Amazon.com

BOOKS/PUBLICATIONS

MARKETPLACE

A Garden Observed:
Cultivating A Life

by Melanie Boyer

Enchanting 220 page
coffee-table devotional filled

with garden photography

Available on Amazon

To view more Classified listings,

visit: classifieds.usatoday.com

NOTICES PERSONALS

BEAUTIFUL ASIAN WOMEN

Desire friendship, romance!

Free brochure. Since 1991.

Send S.A.S.E to:

P.I.C., BOX 4601-USA,

Thousand Oaks CA 91359.

805-492-8040
www.pacisl.com

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice to Bidders

Region 14 ESC (the “Lead Agency”), on behalf of National

Cooperative Purchasing Alliance (NCPA) and public agencies

in all 50 states, that elect to access the Master Agreement is

soliciting proposals to enter into Master Agreements for:

• Athletic Surfacing and Asphalt Maintenance #01-23

• Fleet Management and Leasing #02-23

• Flooring and Outdoor Surface Solutions #03-23

• Instructional and Educational Resources #04-23

• Paint Supplies and Related Services #05-23

• Plastic Refuse and Recycling Collection Containers #06-23

• Software Products and Services #07-23

• Athletic Court and Containment Solutions #08-23

Due Thursday, March 23, 2023 at 2:00pm CT

Responses shall be received electronically no later than the

submittal deadline via our online Bonfire portal at

ncpa.bonfirehub.com.

To request a copy of specifications,

please visit NCPA’s website www.ncpa.us.

Notice is hereby given to all whom it may
concern.Pursuant to Article 26 of the
United Nations Declaration on rights of
indigenous people.This is an aboriginal
Title of an ancestral estate in reversion to
Naphtali El Dejure Bey A Moor American
National at 108-36 Guy R Brewer
boulevard near Jamaica Republic New
York. All persons having or asserting any
right, title, claim or interest of whatever
nature are called upon to Authenticate
documentmary evidence within 7 days
from the date of publication of this no-
tice. Failure to act accordingly constitute
waiving of rights.

To Tavaris Boston:

You are hereby notified that an adop-
tion case has been filed in the Circuit
Court for Prince George’s County,
Maryland, Case # CA22-23086. All
persons who believe themselves to
be parents of a female child born
on March 22, 2007, in Annapolis,
Maryland to Kristen Jones (DOB
7/7/1986) shall file a written response.
A copy of the show cause order may
be obtained from the clerk’s office at
14735 Main Street Upper Marlboro,
MD 20772 and 301-952-3318. If you
do not file a written objection by
March 10, 2023, you will have agreed
to the permanent loss of your parental
rights to this child.

You could learn about recalled prod-
ucts faster, if the Consumer Product
Safety Commission has its way. And you
get a say. 

The CPSC is looking to update a rule
that prohibits what it can reveal imme-
diately.

Known as Section 6(b) within the
commission, the rule comes with dis-
closure restrictions, meaning that the
commission can’t readily reveal the
name of the product that identifi�es the
manufacturer, until they give the com-
pany at least 15 days to comment. But,
the initial process can take between 30
to 60 days.

On Wednesday, Alex Hoehn-Saric,
chair of the commission, issued a state-
ment calling the update “long overdue”
as the restrictive rules in place today
were adopted in 1983.

When the CPSC is delayed in releas-
ing information on product-related
deaths and injuries, additional deaths
or serious injuries can occur,” said
Hoehn-Saric, in a statement.

The commission is inviting the public
to comment on the rule.

‘Not a cure-all’ 

Recalled products still end up on the
market and in people’s homes and
cause harm, according to a report by Te-
resa Murray, consumer watchdog at U.S.
Public Interest Research Group and au-
thor of the “Safe at Home.”

In her report, she says the Section
6(b) requirement to wait 15 days after
notifying the company of a dangerous
product gives companies enough time
to fi�le a lawsuit to block the commission
from disclosing the product in question.

While Murray said the commission’s
announcement is welcome, “it’s not a
cure-all.”

“The CPSC is dipping its toe into the
water to try and gain more authority to
inform consumers when the agency has

received dozens or hundreds of incident
reports from consumers, hospitals, cor-
oners or other offi�cials about a particu-
lar product, whether it’s a washing ma-
chine that catches fi�re or a treadmill that
suddenly throws people off�.”

Congressional action needed 

Murray said the commission is tak-
ing a good fi�rst step, but only Congress
can repeal this section of the law that
restricts the commission’s warning

ability.
In 2021, Sen. Richard Blumenthal, D-

Conn., and Reps. Jan Schakowsky and
Bobby L. Rush, both Democrats from Il-
linois, introduced the Sunshine in Prod-
uct Safety Act, to strike down the provi-
sion, but there has been no action on the
bill since its introduction.

Blumenthal’s offi�ce did not respond
when USA TODAY reached out.

The provision has caught the ire of
past commissioners. In 2019, commis-
sioner Elliot F. Kaye said in a congres-
sional hearing that the commission was
“tiny” compared to other federal health
agencies, needed more funding to do its
jobs protecting consumers, and needed
revisions to their statutes.

“People die because of Section 6(b).
It is that simple,” he said.

Peloton treadmill recall 

One could point to the Peloton tread-
mill as an example. The company didn’t
self-report entrapment incidents from
December 2018 to 2019 incurring a
$19 million fi�ne. 

A child had died by the time Peloton
notifi�ed the commission, and several
consumers reported broken bones, lac-
erations, friction burns and pets and ob-
jects getting pulled under the treadmill.

A recall didn’t take place until May 5,
2021.

CPSC Commissioner Mary Boyle is-
sued a statement calling on manufac-
turers to responsibly share information
about harmful products. 

“Even if companies can use Section 6
as a means to limit or delay disclosure,”
she said, “I am challenging them to con-
sider a diff�erent question: should they
instead be forthcoming with informa-
tion to help consumers avoid harm? For
me, the answer of course is yes.”

CPSC wants to improve recall notifi�cations
Changing rule requires
action from Congress

Amritpal Kaur Sandhu-Longoria
USA TODAY

Peloton didn’t self-report entrapment incidents from December 2018 to 2019
incurring a $19 million fi�ne. A child had died by the time Peloton notifi�ed the
CPSC. A recall didn’t take place until May 5, 2021. ETHAN MILLER/GETTY IMAGES

“People die because 

of Section 6(b). It is that

simple.”
Elliot F. Kaye
Commissioner in 2019

want to run the risk of reverse-engi-
neering or taxpayers taking advantage
of it, said one of the researchers, Daniel
Ho.

The IRS did give the team access to
“underlying data” used to select audits,
he said.

The research team used more than
148 million tax returns and 780,000 au-
dits from 2014 to fi�nd audit rates among
Black and non-Black taxpayers.

The IRS doesn’t collect information
on taxpayer race and ethnicity, so the
researchers used fi�rst names, last
names and U.S. Census data to predict
the likelihood that taxpayers identifi�ed
as Black. To cross-check those predic-
tions, the team used voter registration
records from North Carolina, where citi-
zens had been required to self-report
race and ethnicity when they regis-
tered, Ho said.

Disparities in audits of those who
claim Earned Income Tax Credit

Looking at the data, the team deter-
mined the IRS has focused largely on a
specifi�c set of mistakes taxpayers make,
including mistakes that aff�ect their eli-
gibility for refundable credits.

These mistakes are common among
Black taxpayers, despite Black taxpay-
ers being less likely to make the highest

dollar value mistakes overall.
“Refundable credit eligibility de-

pends on complicated rules for claiming
the right dependents, for example,”
Smith said. “These are the sorts of mis-
takes that the IRS has traditionally fo-
cused on in its audits.”

One of the tax breaks the team exam-
ined is the Earned Income Tax Credit,
which helps taxpayers reduce the taxes
they owe and, in some cases, increase
their refunds.

Black taxpayers made up 21% of
Earned Income Tax Credit claims and
accounted for 43% of EITC audits, the
analysis found.

Single Black men with dependents
who claim this tax credit are almost 20
times as likely to be audited as a non-
Black married taxpayer claiming the
EITC, the team found.

Why are Black taxpayers
audited more?

The researchers wanted to dig into
why this is happening.

Ho said there are two hypotheses:
1. The set of rules to select audits has

focused on lower-dollar claims versus
taxpayer returns with higher incomes.

2. The IRS’ focus has largely been on
eligibility for programs such as the
Earned Income Tax Credit versus the
dollar amount that is at stake.

They suspected part of the problem
lies in algorithms the IRS uses, such as
the Dependent Database. The program
fl�ags potential tax problems and creates

audit letters that go to taxpayers.
The majority of the racial disparities

the team found were linked to mailed
audits versus in-person fi�eld audits.

The team also suspected the racial
disparities in tax audits stems from
concerns among government offi�cials.

According to the researchers, people
who claim tax credits can sometimes
receive refunds even if they didn’t pay
any taxes. Some think it’s more impor-
tant to crack down on those who inap-
propriately claim money than collect
tax dollars from those committing tax
evasion, the team said.

“We’re not treating the dollar that is
going toward the Earned Income Tax
Credit as the same dollar that might be
evaded by a high-income taxpayer,” Ho
said. “If we treated those similarly, our
evidence shows that the disparity
would go down signifi�cantly.”

Another theory the team tested is
what would happen if the IRS focused
audits on refundable credits such as the
EITC and others like it.

The team found those specifi�c ad-
justments create more disparity, but if
the IRS were to broaden its focus to in-
clude adjustments such as misreport-
ing outside of refundable credits, the
audit disparities could be reduced, said
Smith, who worked on the project.

What could also help reduce the dis-
parities is training an algorithm to focus
on the total dollar amount of under-
reporting, Smith said.

Sara LaLumia, a professor of eco-
nomics at Williams College in Massa-

chusetts, stressed that the IRS can
choose diff�erent ways to audit taxpay-
ers.

“There’s not just one audit selection
mechanism,” LaLumia told USA TODAY.
“Recognizing that there are diff�erent
ways of going about this part of the
process is, I think, a really important
area ... of thought as we think about
how policymakers might proceed.”

Experts say the IRS is working
with fewer resources

One contributing factor to such dis-
parities is depleted resources over the
past decade, the team said. 

“Over a 10-plus-year period, IRS bud-
gets were slashed,” Ho said. “(The) IRS
lost about 20% to 30% of its examiners,
and the examiners that the agency lost
were precisely the ones who had more
expertise to audit taxpayers in the high-
er-income brackets.”

But while the number of examiners
has decreased, the audit rate among
lower-income taxpayers hasn’t, Ho
said.

In January 2021, President Joe Biden
signed an executive order requiring all
federal agencies to complete equity im-
pact assessments, Ho said.

He said the challenge is that many
agencies like the IRS don’t have access
to race and ethnicity information, so it’s
hard for them to do those assessments.

“We think the study really provides a
very nice model of how to do that going
forward,” Ho said.

Audits
Continued from Page 1B
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