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DATA CLASSIFICATION

Context is everything

Unify data security, privacy, and governance with
contextual data classification

Why is data classification so important?

Every social security number, medical record, customer file, or other sensitive information has a level
of sensitivity and confidentiality that defines the level of protection it commands, including who can
view it and how it can be used. Data classification filters your data to help you identify where it lives,
how it flows, and which assets are most valuable—and vulnerable—so you can protect it. With the
growing threat surface due to accelerated digital and cloud transformation and work-from-home
initiatives, data classification has never been more critical to safeguard against potential sensitive
data leaks, insider threats, and cyberattacks arising from sprawling data silos.

“Leading enterprises set clear processes for data
governance, compliance, and security, and they
develop a common taxonomy, data access controls,

and standard processes and data schema..

https://www2.deloitte.com/us/en/pages/consulting/articles/data-strategic-asset.html

Data silos are a byproduct of departments using multiple tools that have built up across the IT
environment over time. These tools operate according to their own internal policies around how
data can and should be authorized and accessed. Silos lead to various pockets of data that are
simply inaccessible to decision-makers across the organization and may pose significant risks
to your business operations.

Organizations classify documents primarily to find and manage their sensitive data to ensure
it's not exposed to unauthorized users. A well-defined data classification program greatly
reduces the potential for sensitive data loss in the event of a security breach and reduces data
ownership and management costs.
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Key drivers for data classification

What's driving today’s surging demand for data classification?

* Risk management for cloud environments
Migrating key applications from on-premises to the cloud creates data sprawl that requires an
understanding of the location and type of sensitive data.

* Increased remote and hybrid workplace flexibility
Although initially fueled by COVID-19 stay-at-home mandates, many workplaces continue to
offer remote and hybrid options for employee flexibility and work-life balance. Remote workforces
make it critical for IT to double down on securing endpoint protection to ensure overall security.

* Proactive incident management
It's no longer just a matter of “if” a data breach will occur, but “when” and “how often.” Companies
that have fallen victim to the full effects of a data compromise are taking reactive measures
to safeguard their digital assets, while the negative publicity brought on by reported attacks
compels other organizations to adopt proactive measures.

* Emerging data privacy regulations
Failing to meet emerging data privacy and security regulations carries steep monetary and
reputational repercussions. Non-compliance with new privacy regulations, such as California
Privacy Rights Act (CPRA), Colorado Privacy Act (CPA), Virginia Consumer Data Protection Act
(VCDPA), and Utah Consumer Privacy Act (UCPA) that go into effect at the end of 2022 can
result in litigation leading to financial penalties, a surplus of negative publicity, loss of customer
confidence, and, ultimately, loss of business.

70% of companies agree

“The Age of Privacy - The Cost of Continuous Compliance - Benchmarking the Ongoing Operational Impact of GDPR &
CCPA.” DataGrail. February 2020.
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Data classification improves security,
compliance, and productivity

These days, effective data management means more than just knowing roughly how much data
a business has or where most of it resides. Sensitive data visibility and control are foundational
elements of effective data governance, designed to deliver critical insights into an enterprise’s
data footprint (and exposure), data security policies and compliance with applicable
regulations. To protect what matters most, enterprises must prioritize resources by accurately
discovering and classifying sensitive data, understanding the data within the context of their
business, and taking actions to control that data with minimal friction, while complying with laws
built to protect personal data privacy.

By 2025, 30% of enterprises will have adopted a data
security platform (DSP),

“Predicts 2022: Consolidated Security Platforms Are the Future”. Winckless, Charlie and Fritsch, Joerg. Gartner. December 1, 2021.

Organizations need information about what every file contains, where it resides, and how it is stored
and used. Data classification serves to improve the entire organizational infrastructure by:

* Enhancing security and privacy while minimizing regulatory risks
A combination of reduced data exposure and stronger support for compliance in the event of an
internal audit or breach response allows organizations to focus security and privacy controls on
exactly the right assets. Prioritizing and fine-tuning security controls based on data sensitivity
better positions organizations to assess risks, such as the business impact of a breach or
ransomware attack by understanding the data they have and where it's located.

* Increasing productivity
Organizing large data sets increases efficiency, enabling organizations to quickly and easily find
the information they need to make data-driven decisions an everyday practice. Doing so through
automated classification reduces the burden on IT and end users, thereby, increasing productivity
and ensuring consistency across the organization.

* Sustaining data governance
Data classification leads to more intelligent, proactive management of enterprise information
that aids in the creation, storage, and distribution of unstructured data to users whenever and
wherever it is needed. By categorizing data, organizations know where specific data should be
stored or how it should be handled and can efficiently match data to appropriate policies, so that
enforcement can be automated.

Talk to a Spirion data security and compliance expert today: expert@spirion.com
Spirion has relentlessly solved real data protection problems since 2006 with accurate, contextual discovery of

structured and unstructured data; purposeful classification; automated real-time risk remediation; and powerful analytics
and dashboards to give organizations greater visibility into their most at-risk data and assets. Visit us at spirion.com
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